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F O RE W O RD
2 0 1 7  w as a ve ry b i tter and  h ard  ye ar f or h um an ri g h ts.  Alm ost  eve ry co rner of  th e w orld  sa w  a 
pai nf ul eve nt of  th e vi olati on of  th e m ost  b asi c of  h um an ri g h ts,  and  sa d ly th e perpetrator w as of  
h um an ki nd .  Y em en,  M ya nm ar,  occu pi ed  P alest i ni an terri tori es,  S yr i a,  I raq ,  Af g h ani st an,  L i b ya ,  
S ud an,  N i g eri a,  S aud i  Arab i a,  B ah rai n are only parts of  th e b i tter sh ow  of  th e real m eani ng  of  
h um an ri g h ts to th ose  w h o cl ai m  th i s h oly co nce pt.  Along si d e th i s,  th e vi olati on of  envi ronm ental 
ri g h ts,  ri g h t to ad eq uate h ousi ng ,  th e ri g h t to erad i ca ti on of  ext rem e pove rty and  h ung er,  th e ri g h t 
to peace f ul ass oci ati on,  th e ri g h t to cl ean w ater,  th e ri g h t to f reed om  of  m ove m ent,  th e ri g h t to 
se lf - d eterm i nati on and  m any m ore,  h ave  vi olated  th e ri g h t to li f e of  a su b st anti al num b er of  people 
and  sa d ly th ey co nti nue d ue to lack of  acco untab i li ty .
N oneth eless,  th e q uali tati v e and  q uanti tati ve  g row th  and  exp ansi on of  th e m ed i a and  so c i al 
netw orks and  rai si ng  of  pub li c aw areness,  i n th i s h eavy atm osp h ere,  w as a sh i ni ng  b eaco n to 
sh am e ca lli ng  and  acco untab i li ty of  at least  so m e of  th e vi olators and  perh aps th i s i s w h at s ti ll 
g i ve s h um an ri g h ts d ef end ers and  v i ct i m s of  vi olence  so m e h ope.  I n sp i te of  th e d om i nati on of  
poli ti ci sa ti on and  putti ng  to one si d e th e f ai rness and  j ust i ce  proce d ures i n th e i nternati onal arena,  
i f  th ere st i ll a w i ll,  h um an ri g h ts ca n st i ll h i g h li g h t i ts prese nce  and  w i th out d i sr eg ard .
I n 2 0 1 7 ,  th e O D V V  th roug h  a m ore sci enti f i c and  st rateg i c approach ,  tri ed  to take  m ore d eterm i ned  
st eps tow ard s  rai si ng  aw areness of  i ts d om est i c and  i nternati onal ad d resse es.  T h e resu lts of  
th e ti reless ef f orts of  m y co lleag ues i n th i s ye ar i s a proud  d i sp lay of  th e i m plem entati on of  th e 
b eauti f ul sl og an:  “ W e W anted ,  W e C ould ” .  W e h ope th at w i th  th e h elp of  G od  Alm i g h ty ,  next  ye ar 
w e m ake  d oub le th e ef f orts to b eco m e one of  th e m ost  reputab le N G O s act i ve  i n th e f i eld  of  
h um an ri g h ts b oth  i nsi d e our co untry and  th e M E N A reg i on.
I  am  ce rtai n th at w i th  th e assi st ance  of  m y d ear ca pab le and  prof essi onal co lleag ues,  each  one 
of  w h i ch  h ave  ca rri ed  an i m portant sh are of  th i s act i vi ty on th ei r sh ould ers,  lad i es and  g entlem en 
( i n alph ab eti c al ord er) :  H am i d eh  Ab oud otrab i ,  H aroot Aza ri an,  M arzi eh  Azi zi an,  Reza  Alam eh ,  
P ari sa  D anaee- f ar,  H eli a D otag h i ,  L ei la E naya ti ,  M ary am  E rzi ,  H assa n F artousi ,  M aj i d  F ei zi kh ah ,  
S om aye h  M es b ah i ,  F i rouze h  M i r- Raza vi ,  Z ah ra M i rab i an,  M anooreh  M oh am m ad i ,  Y ad ollah  
M oh am m ad i ,  S anaz M oaz ze zi ,  H os se i n M osa vi - f ar,  F arza ne M ost of i - f ar,  Rouh ollah  N asr olah i ,  
E sm aeel O ve si ,  N eg ar P ai d ar,  L otf ollah  P arva neh ,  Ah m ad reza  S alam ati ,  E lh am  S h oosh tari za d eh ,  
M aaso om eh  T ag h avi ,  w e sh all ach i eve  resu lts.

I n th e h ope f or b ri g h ter and  st rong er d ays,
M ah m oud reza  G olsh anpazh ooh  ( P h . D )
E xe cu ti ve  D i rec tor
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T h e O rg ani za ti on f or D ef end i ng  V i ct i m s of  V i olence  ( O D V V )  i s a 
non- g ove rnm ental,  non- prof i t,  non- poli ti ca l org ani z ati on i n S peci al 
C onsu ltati ve  S tatus to th e E co nom i c  and  S oci al C ounci l of  th e U ni ted  
N ati ons ( E C O S O C ) .  T h e O D V V  w as est ab li sh ed  i n 1 9 8 8  i n T eh ran and  
h as b een act i ve  i n th e f i eld  of  h um an ri g h ts and  h um ani tari an act i vi ti es.
T h e O D V V  i s also  ass oci ated  to th e U ni ted  N ati ons D epartm ent of  
P ub li c I nf orm ati on ( U N D P I ) ,  a parti ci patory of  th e N G O s C oali ti on f or 
an I nternati onal C ourt ( b ase d  i n N ew  Y ork) ,  and  m em b er of  th e G lob al 
M arch  Ag ai nst  C h i ld  L ab our ( b ase d  i n N ew  D elh i )  w h i ch  co operated  i n a va ri ety of  i ssu es 
w i th  i nternati onal org ani za ti ons and  h as w orki ng  relati ons w i th  m any N G O s i n I ran and  
around  th e g lob e.  T h e O D V V  i s also  m em b er of  th e,  As i a Y outh  N etw ork,  C onf erence  of  N on-
G ove rnm ental O rg ani za ti ons ( C O N G O ) ,  and  th e I nternati onal M ove m ent f or a Ju st  W orld  
( JU S T ) ,  and  I nternati onal Reh ab i li tati on C ounci l f or T orture V i ct i m s ( I RC T )  and  m em b erof  
th e C entral C ounci l,  and  AM AN  N etw ork of  M i d d le E ast  and  N orth  Af ri ca  Reh ab i li tati on 
C entres f or T orture V i ct i m s and  f i rst  d eputy of  th e N etw ork.  

O D V V

I ntrod uct i on
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O D V V  M i ssi on S tatem ent

S truct ure

Being committed to its moral principles the ODVV’s mission is:
■ T o resp ect  h i g h  h um an va lues;
■ T o resp ect  th e rule of  law  and  b e co m m i tted  to nati onal va lues,  m oral pri nci ples and  law s,  
■ T o resp ect  nati onal i nterest s and  to avo i d  enteri ng  poli ti ca l g roupi ng s,  
■ T o res pect  h um an d i g ni ty and  st atus,  and  to reco g ni se  i nd i vi d ual’ s ri g h ts and  resp ect  of  so ci ety’ s 
pub li c i nterest s,
■ T o b eli eve  i n j ust i ce ,  eq uali ty and  ob se rve  eve ryo ne’ s ri g h ts ( w om en and  ch i ld ren i n parti cu lar) ,  
■ T o b eli eve  i n b ei ng  resp onsi b le,  transp arent,  answ erab le,  h onest  and  vi rtuous;
■ T o acce pt th e exp ansi on and  prom oti on of  cr eati vi ty;
■ T o resp ect  kn ow led g e,  co m petence  and  exp eri ence s of  i nd i vi d uals;
■ T o acce pt i d eas,  noti ons,  reco m m end ati ons and  co nst ruct i ve  cr i ti ci sm s;
■ T o b e co m m i tted  to co llect i ve  uni ty and  co operati on;
■ T o prom ote th e sp i ri t of  se rvi ce  and  vo luntary ca m pai g ns;
■ T o prom ote and  exp and  a cu lture of  non- vi olence ;

For the purpose of reaching its goal which is to promote and expand a human 
rights culture the ODVV shall utilise the following practices:
■ H old  ed uca ti onal,  se m i nars,  f orum s and  w orksh ops w i th  th e ai m  of  i nf orm ati on d i sse m i nati on and  
rai se  th e so ci ety’ s cu lture,  preparati on of  arti cl es and  rese arch  i n th i s reg ard ;
■ P rotect  and  d ef end  th e ri g h ts of  vi ct i m s of  vi olence  and  so ci ety;
■ P rom ote and  exp and  a cu lture of  non- vi olence ;
■ P res ent ad vi so ry and  co unse lli ng  se rvi ce s f or th e reh ab i li tati on of  vi ct i m s of  so ci ety ,  and  to ref er 
th ese  vi ct i m s to th e releva nt ce ntres to rece i vi ng  ca re and  se rvi ce s;
■ E st ab li sh m ent and  f aci li tati on of  li nks w i th  nati onal,  reg i onal and  i nternati onal org ani za ti ons th at f ollow  
si m i lar ob j ect i ve s,  and  to f ac i li tate th e opportuni ty to exch ang e vi ew s,  exp eri ence s and  kn ow led g e;

The ODVV conducts its activities and campaigns under the following structure
■ Rese arch  D epartm ent ■ E d uca ti on D epartm ent ■ C om m uni ca ti ons D epartm ent ■ Reh ab i li tati on 
D epartm ent  ■ Ad m i ni st rati ve  and  F i nanci al M anag em ent
T h roug h  b enef i ti ng  f rom  ex peri enc ed  ex perts  i n i ts  b oard  of  d i rec tors ’  s truc ture and  als o th e us e of  
th e ex perti s e of  c los e to 1 0 0  ex perts  and  v olunteers  i n h um an ri g h ts ,  i nternati onal law ,  i nternati onal 
relati ons  etc .  th e O D V V  end eav ours  to th roug h  th e c om b i nati on of  s c i enc e and  s trateg y  to h av e th e 
b es t ef f ec ti v i ty  i n th e f i eld  of  nong ov ernm ental h um an ri g h ts  ac ti v i ti es  of  th e c ountry .  T h e f ollow i ng  i s  
a b ri ef  narrati on of  th e ac ti v i ti es  th at th e af orem enti oned  d epartm ents  c ond uc ted  i n 2 0 1 7
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Education and Research Projects and Activities
F or th e purpos e of  th e prod uc ti on of  pres entab le res earc h es  to s c i enti f i c  and  of f i c i al 
c om m uni ti es  i n th e f i eld  of  h um an ri g h ts  w i th  leg al,  ec onom i c ,  s oc i al and  c ultural 
s ub j ec ts ,  th roug h  f orm i ng  ex peri enc ed  ex perti s e team s  i n th e f i eld s  of  d em and s  of  
s oc i ety ,  th e O D V V  c ond uc ts  g eneral or th em ati c  res earc h es  i n th e f orm  of  v ari ous  
proj ec ts  and  res earc h es .  T h e c ond uc ted  res earc h es  and  s tud i es  i n th es e proj ec ts ,  
are b as i s  f or c ond uc ti ng  prac ti c al proj ec ts  s uc h  as  ed uc ati on c ours es  and  w ork s h ops  
and  s c i enti f i c  and  ed uc ati onal s i tti ng s .  T h e f ollow i ng  i s  a b ri ef  narrati on of  th e ac ti v i ti es  
th at th e af orem enti oned  d epartm ents  c ond uc ted  i n 2 0 1 7 .

Education Workshops
Group Conversation Workshop on the Introduction to Human Rights 
Terminologies
O n 9  D ece m b er 2 0 1 7 ,  th e O D V V  h eld  a se ri es of  g roup co nve rsa ti on w orks h ops on th e I ntrod uct i on 
to H um an Ri g h ts T erm i nolog i es to i nc rease  th e tech ni ca l kn ow led g e i nternati onal f i eld  exp erts f or 
st ud ents and  post - g rad uates and  d oct orates,  at th e O D V V  co nf erence  h all.  T h e ai m  i n h old i ng  
th ese  se ri es of  w orksh ops  i s th e i ntrod uct i on of  th e parti ci pants to th e tech ni ca l text s of  th e 
f i eld  i n E ng li s h ,  i ntrod uct i on to tech ni ca l term s,  co nve rsa ti on i n E ng li sh  i n th i s reg ard  and  also  
st reng th eni ng  th ei r li st eni ng  to tech ni ca l li teratures i n E ng li sh .  O ne of  th e ed uca ti on co ntents 
w h i ch  w as us ed  i n th ese  co urse s w as th e text s of  H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l reports and  reso luti ons 
and  vi d eo cl i ps of  th e C ounci l S essi ons.  T h ese  w orksh ops w i ll co nti nue i nto 2 0 1 8 .
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Education Courses
First Comprehensive Education Course and Mock Human Rights Council 
Session Held

T h e F i rst  C om preh ensi ve  E d uca ti on C ourse  and  M ock H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l S essi on w as h eld  
b y th e O D V V  and  w i th  th e co operati on of  U N I C  and  U N A- I ran.  T h e tw o- m onth  co urse  b eg an 
on 2 1  N ove m b er and  end ed  on 1 0  D ece m b er.  T h ere w ere 4 3  post - g rad uates f rom  th e f i eld s of  
i nternati onal law ,  i nternati onal relati ons,  h um an ri g h ts ,  poli ti ca l sci ence  and  poli ti ca l so ci olog y th at 
parti ci pated  i n th i s co urse .
Also  on th e f i nal d ay of  th e co urse  w h i ch  w as h eld  on 1 0  D ece m b er w h i ch  co i nci d ed  w i th  
U ni ve rsa l H um an Ri g h ts D ay ,  th e U N  S ecr etary- G eneral’ s m essa g e f or th e d ay w as read  b y th e 
represe ntati ve  f rom  U N I C  i n I ran.
I n th i s co urse  st ep b y st ep i m portant and  operati onal proce d ures of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l 
th at i ncl ud e i ntrod uct i on to th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l and  th e role of  st ates and  N G O s,  learni ng  
h ow  to w ri te s tatem ents,  report w ri ti ng  and  se arch i ng  H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l d ocu m entati on 
arch i ve s,  cyb er trai ni ng  on i ntrod uct i on to th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l envi ronm ent,  th em ati c and  
co untry rapporteurs,  H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l w orki ng  ag end a and  m ock H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l 
se ssi on,  w ere taug h t b y top tutors ex peri ence d  i n i nternati onal relati ons.  At th e end  of  th e co urse  
th e parti ci pants rece i ve d  i nternati onal ce rti f i ca tes si g ned  b y th e partner org ani ze rs.
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Sittings
Technical Sitting on Terrorism, Extremism and Violence
T h i s tech ni ca l si tti ng  w as h eld  on 3  M ay 2 0 1 7  i n 
th e O D V V  co nf erence  h all b y th e O D V V  and  w i th  
th e parti ci pati on of  N i ece  U ni ve rsi ty prof esso r 
Jo h n L ocke  and  th e d i rect or of  th e P oli ti ca l and  
I nternati onal S tud i es C entre of  th e M i ni st ry of  
F orei g n Af f ai rs,  and  D eputy F orei g n M i ni st er,  
and  f orm er I rani an Am b assa d or th e U N ,  D r.  
M oh am m ad  K aze m  S aj ad pour.  
W i th  reg ard s  to terrori s m  and  ex trem i s m  i n th e 
reg i on,  D r.  S aj ad pour ex plai ned :  “ terrori s ts  and  
i nd i v i d uals  as s oc i ated  to ex trem i s t g roups  h av e a 
v ery  low  und ers tand i ng  of  I s lam  and  i n m os t i ns tanc es  th ey  d o not h av e any  i d eas  ab out th i s  reli g i on. ”
H e co nti nued :  “ th e nurturi ng  of  terrori st s i ncl ud es va ri ous leve ls th at i ncl ud e,  i nd i vi d ual,  so ci al,  
reg i onal and  i nternati onal. ”  “ T error ca m pai g ns are a co m b i nati on of  i d eolog y and  pract i ce ,  w h i ch  
i s an i d eolog y and  b eli ef  as a resu lt of  so m e exi st i ng  th eori es,  and  th e f unct i on of  th ese  i nd i vi d uals 
are b ase d  on th e b eli ef s of  an org ani ze d  org ani za ti on. ”  H e ad d ed  and  w ent on to reassu re th at:  
“ th i s f act or i n th ree d i m ens i ons d eterm i ne num erous act ors and  unco nve nti onal act s,  i d eolog i ca l 
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tools w i th  reg ard s of  act s of  terror and  lack of  f oresi g h t and  also  vi olent text  of  act s of  terror i n th e 
M i d d le E ast . ”
T h e next  sp eake r w as Je an- L uc V anni er,  psych oanalyst  and  N i ce  U ni ve rsi ty L ect urer co nsi d ered  
th e exp lanati on of  th e psych olog i ca l d i m ensi ons of  th i s i ssu e,  th e trend  to terror and  ext rem i st  
g roups as th e resu lt of  va ri ous reaso ns.  H e assu red  th at:  “ M ost  people w h o su f f er m ental i ssu es 
su ch  as d epressi on and  d i st ress,  j oi n terror g roups to release  f rom  th ese  d i so rd ers. ”  T h i s N i ce  
U ni ve rsi ty lect urer ad d ed :  “ T h e f eeli ng  of  need  to d es troy b eca use  of  th e f eeli ng  of  g ui lt b y th ese  
people,  i n th e eve nt of  f ai lure to m anag e th ese  f eeli ng s,  w i ll f orce  th ese  su f f eri ng  i nd i vi d uals to 
d est roy th em se lve s and  i n th e long  run f orce  th em  to d est roy oth ers b y j oi ni ng  terror g roups. ”
D r Je an- L uc V anni er exp lai ned :  “ I n a w ay w i th  th e m erg er of  th e th oug h t to acce ss peace  and  
ach i evi ng  ad va nce d  perso nali ty ,  and  also  to reach  h i g h er h um an st atus,  ext rem i st  i d eolog y d raw s 
h um i li ated  i nd i vi d uals tow ard s i t.  Also  th e luri ng  of  th e th oug h ts of  i nd i vi d uals w h o h ave  th e su i tab le 
b ase  to acce pt th ese  typ es of  b eli ef s,  i s anoth er i nst ance  th at d raw s i nd i vi d uals tow ard s ext rem i st  
g roups.  T h e prom i se  to co ntrol th e w h ole w orld  and  also  prom i se s of  m atters w h i ch  ca use s th e 
upri si ng  of  i nd i vi d uals w h o h ave  th e ri g h t m entali ty to j oi n ext rem i st  g roups to reach  th ei r i d eals,  
i s anoth er i nst ance  w h i ch  ca use s th e d raw i ng  of  so m e i nd i vi d uals tow ard s th ese  g roups. ”
At th e end  of  th i s si tti ng ,  a Q & A se ssi on w as h eld  b etw een th e panel’ s exp erts and  th e aud i ence .  I t 
m ust  b e sa i d  th at an ed uca ti on w orksh op enti tled ,  E d uca ti on W orksh op on F reud i an P sych oth erapy:  
f rom  T h eory to P ract i ce  i n  T h erapy S essi on w as h eld  b y th e O D V V  Reh ab i li tati on D epartm ent 
and  D r.  Je an- L uc V anni er as f aci li tator f or 3 0  psych olog i st s and  psych oth erapi st s.

Projects
Prevention of Domestic Violence and Life Skills Training Project
Acco rd i ng  to th e tri parti te 
ag reem ent b etw een th e O D V V ,  
U N H C R and  B AF I A th e P reve nti on 
of  D om est i c V i olence  and  L i f e 
S ki lls E d uca ti on P roj ect  b eg an on 
i n M ay 2 0 1 7  and  i s  d ue to f i ni sh  i n 
S eptem b er.
T h i s proj ect  h as b een d esi g ned  
f or 8 0  Af g h an ref ug ees ( 4 0  m en 
and  4 0  w om en)  i n th e 1 2  to 5 9  ag e 
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g roup and  w i th  th e ai m  of  red uci ng  so ci al and  m ental ab use ,  i ncr easi ng  se lf - b eli ef ,  and  preve nti on 
of  d om est i c vi olence  am ong  Af g h ans resi d i ng  i n th e V aram i n d i st ri ct .
Als o i n vi ew  of :
1 – th e need  f or th i s  c om m uni ty  to learn d om es ti c  v i olenc e prev enti on and  red uc ti on m eth od s ,  
2 – ex tens i v e pos i ti v e res pons e of  ref ug ees  f rom  prev i ous  c ond uc ted  proj ec ts ,  and  
3 – th e need  to f urth er exp and  th ese  trai ni ng s to m ore vu lnerab le reg i ons ( su ch  as V aram i n;  th i s 
proj ect  w as d esi g ned .  B ase d  on th e f i eld  vi si ts and  i ntervi ew s th at took place  w i th  th e ref ug ees and  
ke y  Af g h an co m m uni ty f i g ures i n V aram i n,  w h ere th e so ci al and  m ental ab use  leve ls –  parti cu larly 
d om est i c vi olence  –  are ve ry h i g h ,  w h i ch  b ri ng s ab out i rreve rsi b le co nse q uence s th at i ncl ud e ri se  
i n ad d i ct i on,  su i ci d es and  va ri ous so ci al d am ag es.  T h i s sa m e i ssu e m ad e th e O D V V  to pursu e 
th e h old i ng  of  nece ssa ry trai ni ng  co nse cu ti ve ly f or th e th i rd  co nse cu ti ve  ye ar,  f or th e ref ug ee 
co m m uni ty i n th e V aram i n and  su b urb s d i st ri ct s.
Als o 8 0  d i rec t b enef i c i ari es  of  th e proj ec t w h o w i ll b e trai ned  as  P 2 P  i n li f e s k i lls  and  v i olenc e 
prev enti on m eth od s ,  w i ll eac h  trans f er w h at th ey  h av e learned  to 5  of  th ei r peers ,  w h i c h  
ulti m ately  w i ll s ee 4 0 0  Af g h an ref ug ees  th at are trai ned  i n th e prev enti on and  red uc ti on of  
d om es ti c  v i olenc e.
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Conferences
Participation in the National Conference on the Elimination of Violence 
against Women: Challenges and Solutions
T h e O D V V  parti ci pated  i n th e h old i ng  of  th e E li m i nati on of  
V i olence  ag ai nst  W om en;  C h alleng es and  S oluti ons N ati onal 
C onf erence  th at w as h eld  on 4  Ja nuary 2 0 1 7  i n S h ah i d  
B eh esh ti  U ni ve rsi ty ,  h ost ed  b y th e N ati onal U ni on of  B ar 
Asso ci ati ons of  th e Ju st i ce  D epartm ent.
C once pt und erst and i ng  and  path olog y and  exa m ples and  
ex tent of  vi olence  ag ai nst  w om en,  vi olenc e f rom  th e cr i m i nal 
law  and  cr i m i nolog y asp ect s,  vi olence  f rom  h um an ri g h ts and  
i nternati onal d ocu m ents asp ect s,  vi olenc e f rom  so ci olog i ca l 
and  psych olog i ca l asp ect s,  vi olence  f rom  cu ltural and  
ec onom i c atti tud es,  m eth od s f or co nf ronti ng  vi olence  ag ai nst  
w om en,  reli g i ous and  leg al co nce pts of  eli m i nati on of  v i olence  
ag ai nst  w om en and  co m parati ve  st ud y of  vi olence  ag ai nst  
w om en and  d i st ri b uti on and  se ve ri ty of  f orm s of  vi olence  i n 
th e w ord  w ere so m e of  th e su b j ect s of  d eb ate and  revi ew  b y 
th e exp erts and  sp eake rs of  th i s co nf erence .

Commemoration of International Days
Commemoration of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women
O n th e oc c as i on of  th e I nternati onal D ay  f or th e E li m i nati on of  V i olenc e ag ai ns t W om en and  
w i th  th e c ooperati on of  O D V V  Rah a Reh ab i li tati on C entre,  U N I C  and  Reli ef  I nternati onal,  
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on 2 5  N ov em b er th e O D V V  h eld  a s eri es  of  ed uc ati onal s i tti ng s  on a new  pers pec ti v e 
on i nterv enti on,  prev enti on,  red uc ti on and  treatm ent of  g end er b as ed  v i olenc e ( G B V )  
“ i nterv i ew ,  d i ag nos i s  and  treatm ent of  G B V  m od els ”  i n a th ree- d ay  ed uc ati on w ork s h op w i th  
pres entati on of  i nternati onal c erti f i c ates  of  attend anc e,  on th e oc c as i on of  th e I nternati onal 
D ay  of  N on- v i olenc e.
T h e th ree- d ay  w ork s h op b eg an w i th  th e read i ng  of  th e U N  S ec retary  G eneral’ s  m es s ag e 
f or th e d ay  b y  M oh am m ad  Raj aee M og h ad am ,  repres entati v e f rom  U N I C  i n I ran.  T h e 
parti c i pants  i nc lud ed  a num b er of  j uri s ts ,  law y ers ,  N G O s  and  h um an ri g h ts  ac ti v i s ts .
S upport and  em erg enc y  i nterv enti on m eth od s  f or c ontrolli ng  v i olenc e,  prev enti on of  G B V  
m eth od s ,  d i f f erent ty pes  of  v i olenc e,  path olog y  of  th e m eani ng  of  v i olenc e and  i ts  related  
c onc epts ,  G V B  c reati ng  s oc i al and  c ultural b eli ef s ,  ps y c h olog i c al v i ew s  on th e d ef i ni ti on 
of  G B V ,  th e c onnec ti on b etw een upb ri ng i ng  and  parenti ng  m eth od s  i n relati on w i th  G B V ,  
pers onali ty ,  m ood  and  anx i ety  d i s ord ers  i n relati on w i th  G B V ,  prev entati v e em erg enc y  
i nterv enti on,  w ere s om e of  th e i m portant s ub j ec ts  of  d i s c us s i on of  th e f i rs t tw o d ay s  of  th e 
w ork s h op w h i c h  w ere d i s c us s ed  b y  S ey ed  Ah m ad rez a S alam ati ,  th e O D V V  Reh ab i li tati on 
D epartm ent D eputy .  
Als o th e rev i ew  of  th e m os t i m portant prev enti on and  treatm ent of  th e v i c ti m s  and  perpetrators  
of  G B V  m eth od s  and  c as e b as ed  i nterv enti on and  w i th  th e h elp of  prac ti c e and  role play i ng  
w ere s om e of  th e i m portant topi c s  of  th e th i rd  d ay  of  th e w ork s h op w h i c h  w as  d i s c us s ed  b y  
D r.  J aleh  Af s h ari  M onf ared ,  th e tec h ni c al h ead  of  th e Rah a Reh ab i li tati on C entre.
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Commemoration of the international Day in Support of Torture Victims
T h e tec h ni c al s i tti ng  i n s upport of  v i c ti m s  of  torture w as  
h eld  on th e oc c as i on of  th e I nternati onal D ay  i n S upport 
of  V i c ti m s  of  T orture on 2 6  J une at th e c onf erenc e h all 
of  th e O D V V  and  th e pres enc e of  ps y c h olog i s ts  and  
ps y c h oth erapi s ts  and  s oc i al w ork ers ,  and  w i th  th e ai m  
of  teac h i ng  i nterv i ew  and  reh ab i li tati on of  torture v i c ti m s  
tec h ni q ues .
T h e trai ni ng  of  th erapi s ts  f or h elpi ng  v i c ti m s  of  torture to 
return to norm al li v es  and  s upport c ouns elli ng  w ere s om e 
of  th e i m portant ed uc ati on h ead i ng s  of  th i s  tec h ni c al s i tti ng .
Als o th e f ac i li tator of  th e w ork s h op,  D r.  J aaf ari  d es c ri b ed  
th e log i c al c onf ronti ng  of  th e pas t and  ac c eptanc e of  th e 
pres ent i n tw o h ead i ng s ,  i n th e treatm ent of  torture v i c ti m s  
and  s ai d ,  “ F or treati ng  torture v i c ti m s  th e c og ni ti v e th erapy ,  
b eh av i oural and  ps y c h oanaly ti c al m eth od s  c an b e us ed .  
O f  c ours e th e b es t th erapy  i s  team  th erapy  w h ere as  
w ell as  th e th erapi s t,  th ere are als o a s oc i al w ork er and  
ps y c h i atri s t pres ent. ”  

International Conferences and Coalitions
As  a nong ov ernm ental org ani z ati on,  th e O D V V  c ond uc ts  part of  i ts  ac ti v i ti es  i n th e 
i nternati onal arena,  and  b y  ac q ui ri ng  a s pec i al c ons ultati v e s tatus  f rom  E C O S O C  th e 
O D V V  h as  m anag ed  to h av e th e opportuni ty  to parti c i pate i n th e f orm er C om m i s s i on 
on H um an Ri g h ts  and  i ts  s ub s ti tute th e H um an Ri g h ts  C ounc i l peri od i c  s es s i ons ,  
and  b y  i s s ui ng  s tatem ents  th e O D V V  pres ents  i ts  of f i c i al pos i ti ons .  T h e O D V V  als o 
end eav ours  to b y  parti c i pati ng  i n i nternati onal c onf erenc es  to c reate new  opportuni ti es  
and  c apac i ti es  i n th e i nternati onal s c ene.

The 10th Minorities Forum
T h e 1 0 th  M i nori ti es F orum  w as h eld  on 3 0  N ov- 1  D ec 2 0 1 7  at th e U N  G eneva  H ead q uarters.  
T h e su b j ect s of  th i s F orum  w ee to f i nd  s oluti ons and  reco m m end ati ons f or m i nori ty yo uth s w i th  
reg ard s to ed uca ti on,  parti ci pati on i n pub li c li f e,  parti ci pati on i n th e m ed i a i n th e d i g i tal era and  th e 
role of  th ese  yo uth s i n su st ai nab le and  st ab le peace  b ui ld i ng .  T h ere w ere f our panels.
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I t m ust  b e sa i d  th at th e M i nori ti es F orum  h as b een cr eated  f or th e purpose  of  cr eati ng  a ce ntre 
f or d i alog ue and  co operati on i n nati onal,  eth ni c,  reli g i ous and  li ng ui st i c m i nori ti es’  i ssu es,  and  
su b m i ssi on of  th em ati c reports and  tech ni ca l co nsu ltati on to th e S peci al Rapporteur on M i nori ti es 
i ssu es.  T h e O D V V  tri ed  i n th i s F orum  and  previ ous ye ar’ s F orum  to h ave  b etter co operati on w i th  
th e F orum  th roug h  prepari ng  reports,  w ri ti ng  and  read i ng  oral st atem ents th roug h  va ri ous i tem s.  

Visit to Iraqi Rehabilitation Centres
F ollow i ng  th e AM M AN  N etw ork si tti ng  i n th e f i rst  w eek of  M ay 2 0 1 7  i n Jo rd an w i th  reg ard s 
to launch i ng  a  d ata b ank f or reg i st rati on of  i nf orm ati on of  ca se s w h o h ave  b een ad m i tted  to 
reh ab i li tati on ce ntres and  th e need  f or co ord i nati on b etw een m em b er ce ntres of  th e reg i on and  
b enef i ti ng  f rom  each  oth er’ s exp eri ence s,  represe ntati ve s f rom  th e O D V V  pai d  a vi si t to th e B ah j at 
Al- F uad  Reh ab i li tati on of  M ed i ca l and  P sych olog i ca l C entre f or T orture V i ct i m s ( B F RC T - B asr ah )  
and  th e W C H AN  O rg ani za ti on f or V i ct i m s of  H um an Ri g h ts V i olati ons –  T raum a Reh ab i li tati on 
and  T rai ni ng  C entre ( S ulai m ani ya )  f rom  1 4  to 2 0  S eptem b er 2 0 1 7  i n I raq .  T h e f ollow i ng  w ere 
revi ew ed  and  d i scu sse d  i n th ese  vi si ts of  th e tw o ce ntres:
E xch ang e of  exp eri ence s,  i nf orm ati on and  vi ew s of  related  f i eld s and  f i eld s of  i nterest ,  revi ew  
of  th e d ai ly act i vi ti es and  h ow  se rvi ce s are provi d ed  i n th ese  ce ntres,  revi ew  of  th e ref erral to 
th ese  ce ntres syst em  revi ew  of  th e possi b i li ty of  co nd uct i ng  j oi nt proj ect s,  d raw i ng  i nternati onal 
co operati on and  st reng th eni ng  of  i ni ti ati ve  act i ons i n th e reg i on.
I t m ust  b e sa i d  th at th e O D V V  si g ned  tw o se parate letters of  und erst and i ng  w i th  th ese  tw o ce ntres.  

Participation in the 36th Session of the Human Rights Council
T h e 3 6 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l took place  on 1 1 - 2 9  S eptem b er 2 0 1 7  at th e U N  
E uropean H ead q uarters i n G eneva ,  S w i tze rland .  T h e m ost  i m portant ac ti vi ti es of  th e O D V V  i n 
th i s S essi on i ncl ud e:

- Organization of the participation of 6 Iranian NGOs in Consultative Status in the Session
As one of  th e m ost  i m portant h um an ri g h ts i nst i tuti ons i n th e i nternati onal ord er,  th e H um an 
Ri g h ts C ounc i l provi d es g ood  opportuni ti es f or N G O s to h ave  a platf orm  and  play a role;  w h ere 
of ten th ese  opportuni ti es turn i nto co m peti ti ons b etw een org ani za ti ons.  F or th i s reaso n f urth er 
b enef i ti ng  f rom  th ese  opportuni ti es i s ve ry i m portant.  T h us,  one of  th e m ai n act i vi ti es of  th e O D V V  
i n th e 3 6 th  S essi on w as th e arrang i ng  th e parti ci pati on of  6  I rani an N G O s  i n C onsu ltati ve  S tatus.  
T h i s act i vi ty w as d one i n tw o st ag es:  T eh ran and  G eneva ,  th roug h  w h i ch  th e f ollow i ng  act i ons 
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w ere take n:  i d enti f i ca ti on of  acco m panyi ng  N G O s,  th ei r reg i st rati on th roug h  th e new  C ounci l 
syst em ,  reg i st rati on f or read i ng  oral st atem ents,  and  preparati on of  1 2  oral st atem ents and  th ei r 
read i ng  at th e C ounci l S essi on.

- Preparation of Written Statements and their Submission and their Registration in the 
Council’s Directory
O ne of  th e exi st i ng  opportuni ti es at th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l f or N G O s to play a role i s th e 
reg i st rati on of  w ri tten st atem ents i n th e C ounci l’ s d i rect ory w h i ch  i s possi b le vi a th e C ounci l 
w eb si te.  Ju st  as i n oral st atem ents,  w ri tten st atem ents m ust  b e prepared  und er th e 1 0  i tem s of  
th e perm anent w orki ng  ag end a of  th e C ounci l;  and  b e se t acco rd i ng  to th e releva nt st and ard s.  
T h e O D V V  prepared  5  w ri tten st atem ents f or th i s S essi on.  T h e su b j ect s of  th ese  st atem ents 
w ere:  th e h um an ri g h ts si tuati on i n P alest i ni an O ccu pi ed  T erri tori es,  nece ssi ty to pay attenti on 
to th e g row th  of  I sl am oph ob i a,  uni lateral co erci ve  m easu res and  h um an ri g h ts,  U S  and  B ri ti sh  
f i nanci al b acki ng  of  th e S aud i  led  co ali ti on,  and  th e si tuati on of  Af g h an ref ug ees i n I ran.

- Preparation of Thematic Strategic Report and Handing in the Council Session
W i th  th e ef f orts of  O D V V  exp erts and  th roug h  ext ensi ve  st ud i es,  i n th i s S essi on a th em ati c 
st rateg i c report w as prepared  th roug h  co nsi d erati on of  pri ori ti es to th e resp ect  of  h um an ri g h ts,  
and  th e d om est i c and  i nternati onal i nterest s of  th e I sl am i c Repub li c of  I ran:

 “Sanctions tantamount to violation of human rights”
T h e i s s ue of  uni lateral s anc ti ons  i m pos ed  ag ai ns t I ran h as  b een one of  th e f oc al s ub j ec ts  of  th e 
O D V V  i n i ts  res earc h  and  ex ec uti v e ac ti v i ti es .  T h us ,  f ollow i ng  a s tud y  of  v ari ous  f i eld s  related  to th e 
s anc ti ons  i s s ue th at i nc lud e:  th e b ank i ng  s ec tor,  m ed i c i nes  and  treatm ent,  i nd us tri es ,  d ev elopm ent 
and  th e ec onom y ,  i n th i s  s tag e a report on th e ef f ec ts  of  s anc ti ons  on th e m ed i c i ne and  treatm ent 
s ec tor enti tled  “ s anc ti ons ,  tantam ount to th e b latant v i olati on of  h um an ri g h ts :  th em ati c  s tud y  of  th e 
ef f ec ts  of  s anc ti ons  on th e s uppli es  of  m ed i c i nes  i n th e I rani an s oc i ety ,  w as  prepared .  Attenti on to 
th e f ac t th at th i s  report w as  g etti ng  prepared  b y  a d om es ti c  N G O ,  th e v i ew s  of  th e g eneral pub li c ,  
th e ex peri enc es  of  m anuf ac turers  and  i m porters  of  m ed i c i nes  and  m ed i a i nf orm ati on w as  uti li s ed  
i n preparati on of  th e c ontents  of  th e report.  C ons i d eri ng  th e lac k  of  s uf f i c i ent s tati s ti c al d ata i n th i s  
reg ard ,  th roug h  d oc um entati on and  analy s i s  of  ex i s ti ng  d ata ef f orts  w ere m ad e to h av e th e c ontents  
of  th e report b e s trong  and  pers uas i v e.  T h i s ,  i s  th e f i rs t i s s ue of  a s eri es  of  O D V V  prod uc ti ons  
reg ard i ng  th e “ ef f ec ts  of  s anc ti ons  on th e people of  I ran” ,  w h i c h  i s  tow ard s  th e prod uc ti on of  s c i enti f i c  
li terature i n th e i nternati onal lang uag e w i th  reg ard s  to th e h um an ri g h ts  s i tuati on i n I ran.
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- Preparation of oral statements and their reading in the Session
I n th i s st ag e,  th e O D V V  i n total,  prepared  1 2  oral st atem ents f or g eneral d eb ates and  i nteract i ve  
d i alog ues und er w orki ng  ag end a i tem s 3 ,  4  and  7  i n co nsi d erati on of  co nce rns and  pri ori ti es i n 
h um an ri g h ts d eb ates,  w h i ch  w ere read  b y 6  I rani an N G O s.  S om e of  th e topi cs rai s ed  i n th e oral 
st atem ents w ere as f ollow s:
T h e si tuati on of  ref ug ees i n I ran,  uni lateral co erci ve  m easu res and  th e vi olati on of  th e ri g h t 
to d eve lopm ent,  th e ki lli ng  of  Roh i ng ya  M usl i m s i n M ya nm ar I sr ael’ s  se ttlem ent b ui ld i ng  i n 
occ upi ed  terri tori es,  terrori sm  and  S h i aoph ob i a,  ch i ld  vi ct i m s of  arm ed  co nf li ct s,  th e si tuati on of  
ch i ld ren d epri ve d  of  ed uca ti on i n Y em en,  th e ef f ect s of  sa nct i ons on sci enti f i c and  tech nolog i ca l 
ad v ance m ents,  ef f ect s of  arm ed  co nf li ct s on th e envi ronm ent.

 
-  M eeti ng  w i th  th e S pec i al Rapporteur on U ni lateral C oerc i v e M eas ures  and  h i s  as s i s tant 
O ne of  th e m ai n and  si g ni f i ca nt th i ng s th at th e O D V V  d oes d uri ng  parti ci pati on i n H um an Ri g h ts 
C ounci l S essi ons i s arrang i ng  m eeti ng s w i th  th em ati c and  co untry rapporteurs.  I n th i s S essi on 
th e O D V V  m anag ed  to h ave  a m eeti ng  w i th  
th e U N  S peci al Rapporteur on th e neg ati ve  
i m pact  of  th e uni lateral co erci ve  m easu res 
on th e enj oym ent of  h um an ri g h ts and  h i s 
ass i st ant.  W h i le sp eaki ng  ab out th e ef f ect s 
of  sa nct i ons on th e eco nom i c,  so ci al,  
cu ltural,  and  sci enti f i c and  h ealth  co nd i ti ons 
of  s oci ety ,  i n th i s m eeti ng  w ays to prom ote 
m utual co operati on and  also  w ays f or 
N G O s to h elp th e S peci al Rapporteur w ere 
d i sc usse d  and  revi ew ed .  Also  i n th i s m eeti ng  
a c opy of  th e b ook “ S anct i ons:  T antam ount 
to V i olati on of  H um an Ri g h ts”  w as prese nted  
to th e S peci al Rapporteur.                  

-  H old i ng  S i d eli nes  P anels
H old i ng  si d eli nes panels i s anoth er ava i lab le opportuni ti es i n th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l w h i ch  
ca n b e uti li se d  th oug h  th e exp erti se  and  exp eri ence s of  exp erts i n th e f i eld ,  and  w h i le d raw i ng  
th e attenti on of  g ove rnm ent of f i ci als and  N G O s tow ard s co nce rni ng  i ssu es,  to exc h ang e vi ew s,  
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reports and  ex peri ence s of  g ove rnm ents and  parti ci pati ng  N G O s i n th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l,  
and  pave  th e w ay f or f uture co operati on.  
T h us,  w i th  th e co operati on of  a num b er of  N G O s,  th e O D V V  h eld  2  s i d eli nes panels on th e 
f ollow i ng  su b j ect s:

 Human Rights in Yemen, Children and Cholera
T h e H um an Ri g h ts i n Y em en,  C h i ld ren and  C h olera si d eli nes panel 
w as h eld  on 2 0  S eptem b er 2 0 1 7  b y K i m i a O rg ani za ti on and  th e 
partnersh i p of  th e O D V V  and  I N S AN  O rg ani za ti on f or H um an Ri g h ts 
f rom  G erm any .  I n th i s si tti ng  w h i ch  w as h eld  on th e s i d eli nes of  th e 
3 6 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l i n Room  X V I ,  Y em eni  
h um an ri g h ts act i v i st  and  law ye r and  th e d i rect or of  H um an Ri g h ts 
f or Y em en O rg ani za ti on M s.  K i m  S h ari f  resi d ent i n th e U K ,  h um an 
ri g h ts act i vi st  M r.  H assa n Al- W azi r resi d ent i n G erm any and  Y em eni  
h um an ri g h ts act i vi st  and  d i rect or of  H um an O rg ani za ti on M r.  Aye sh  
Al- S and i ,  g ave  sp eech es.

 Human Rights in Yemen, Human Crisis
T h e H um an Ri g h ts i n Y em en,  A H um an C ri si s si d eli nes panel w as h eld  on 2 2  S eptem b er 2 0 1 7  b y 
th e O D V V  and  partnersh i p of  I nsa n f ü r M ensch enrech te und  F ri ed en O rg ani za ti on.  I n th i s si tti ng  
B ri ti sh  h um an ri g h ts act i vi st  M r.  S am uel W alton,  h um an ri g h ts act i vi st  and  th e se cr etary g eneral 
of  I nsa n f ü r M ensch enrech te und  F ri ed en O rg ani za ti on M r.  Ab d - ol- L ati f  Al- W ash li ,  and  Y em eni  
h um an ri g h ts act i vi st  D r.  Ab d - ol- Q ad er Al- Am d i   resi d ent i n G erm any g ave  sp eech es.
T h roug h  prese ntati on of  d ocu m ents ,  each  of  th e sp eake rs est ab li sh ed  th e d i m ensi ons of  th e 
d i re h um an ri g h ts si tuati on i n Y em en.  W h i le m enti oni ng  st ati st i cs and  evi d ence  of  th e use  of  
cl ust er am m uni ti ons and  w eapons use d  b y th e S aud i  led  co ali ti on th at acco rd i ng  to i nternati onal 
co nve nti ons are proh i b i ted ,  th ey also  prese nted  a report of  th e d est ruct i on leve ls of  i nf rast ruct ures 
and  ci vi li an ca su alti es acco rd i ng  to reports of  U N  S peci al Rapporteur,  and  also  Am nest y 
I nternati onal and  H um an Ri g h ts W atch  T h e sp eake rs  also  rem i nd ed  th e resp onsi b i li ty of  w est ern 
g ove rnm ents th at se ll proh i b i ted  w eapons to th e S aud i  g ove rnm ent and  th e co ali ti on f orce s i n 
th e w orse ni ng  h um an ri g h ts si tuati on i n Y em en,  and  st resse d  on th e role of  ci vi l so ci ety i n w h i s tle 
b low i ng  on th e sa le of  th ese  w eapons and  g ui d e pub li c opi ni on to d em and  and  put pressu re on 
g ove rnm ents to st op th e sa le of  i lleg al w eapons.  At th e end  w h i le st ati ng  th e i m portance  of  th e 
prose cu ti on of  w ar cr i m es f or usi ng  b anned  w eapons,  th e sp eake rs ca lled  f or th e se tti ng  up of  an 
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i nd epend ent i nternati onal f act  f i nd i ng  co m m i ttee.  
T h e h ead  of  O D V V ’ s G eneva  O f f i ce  and  d oct orate i n i nternati onal 
relati ons f rom  G eneva  U ni ve rsi ty ,  M r.  H assa n F artousi  w as th e 
m od erator of  th i s panel.  F ollow i ng  aski ng  th e sp eake rs so m e q uest i ons 
and  rece i vi ng  repli es,  w h i le su m m i ng  up M r.  F artousi  th anke d  th e 
sp eake rs,  h um an ri g h ts act i vi st s,  N G O  represe ntati ve s and  a num b er 
of  U N  h um an ri g h ts exp erts and  m em b ers of  st ate d eleg ates i n th e 
U N ,  m em b ers  of  parli am ent and  th e S peci al Rapporteur w h o w ere 
am ong  th e attend ees of  th e panel.

- Preparation and Publication of Specific Media Product
W i th  th e ai m  of  exp and i ng  i ts i nternati onal 
li nk s and  m aki ng  an i m pact  i n th e H um an 
Ri g h ts C ounci l,  th roug h  pub li ca ti on of  
m ed i a prod uct s and  reports of  i ts act i vi ti es,  
th e O D V V  prod uce s va ri ous i tem s su ch  
as D ef end ers N ew sl etter,  annual reports 
and  m ulti m ed i a C D s,  j oi nt st atem ents 
w i th  3 0  I rani an N G O s on co nd em nati on 
of  th e M ya nm ar g ove rnm ent’ s act i ons 
ag ai nst  th e Roh i ng ya  M usl i m s,  j oi nt 
letter w i th  7 0 0  I rani an and  i nternati onal 
j ournali st s ca lli ng  f or th e i nve st i g ati on of  
th e M ya nm ar M usl i m s’  co nd i ti ons,  all of  w h i ch  w ere ext ensi ve ly ref lect ed  i n th e 3 6 th  S essi on.

- Let Us Understand the Children of Yemen Photo Gallery
O n 2 3  S eptem b er 2 0 1 7  a ph oto g allery enti tled  “ L et U s U nd erst and  th e C h i ld ren of  Y em en”  w as 
h eld  i n G eneva ’ s ci ty ce ntre.  T h i s g allery w h i ch  w as h eld  w i th  th e su pport of  th e O D V V  and  
Y em eni  h um an ri g h ts act i vi st s w as open f rom  8 am  to 6 pm .  O n d i sp lay w ere va ri ous i m ag es of  
Y em eni  c h i ld ren,  th e ext ensi ve  d est ruct i on of  sch ools,  h osp i tals,  and  th e sp read  of  ch olera and  
oth er d eva st ati ons,  w h i ch  h ad  a g ood  pub li c resp onse  of  th e loca ls and  touri st s.  T h roug h  h and i ng  
out b roch ures and  also  h old i ng  co nve rsa ti ons,  Y em eni  h um an ri g h ts act i vi st s tri ed  to se nd  a 
m essa g e of  th e urg ency f or putti ng  an end  to th e w ar i n Y em en.  
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Human Rights Activists’  Protests in Condemnation of the Tehran and 
London Terror Attacks Outside the UN in Geneva
O n th e i ni ti tati ve  of  O D V V  Represe ntati ve  O f f i ce  i n G eneva  and  i n co nd em nati on of  th e terror 
attacks i n T eh ran and  L ond on,  and  also  
th e S aud i  led  attacks ag ai nst  th e i nnoce nt 
people of  Y em en,  on 1 5  Ju ne a protest  
w as h eld  outsi d e th e U N  H ead q uarters 
i n G eneva .  
T h i s d em onst rati on w as h eld  at th e sa m e 
ti m e as th e 3 5 th  S essi on of  th e H um an 
Ri g h ts C ounc i l and  h old i ng  plac ard s 
and  ch anti ng  sl og ans th e parti ci pants 
co nd em ned  th e rece nt terror attacks.  I n 
se parate b ri ef  sp eech es,  h um an ri g h ts 
act i vi st s ca lled  f or th e ef f orts of  th e i nternati onal co m m uni ty and  h um an ri g h ts i nst i tuti ons to put 
an end  to th ese  i nh um an act i ons.  I n th ei r sp eech es th ese  h um an ri g h ts act i vi st s co nd em ned  th e 
T eh ran and  L ond on terror attacks and  also  th e S aud i  led  attacks on Y em en and  d ecl ared  th ei r 
su pport f or th e people of  Y em en.

Participation in the 35th Session of the Human Rights Council
T h e 3 5 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l took place  f rom  1 3  Ju ne to 1  Ju ly 2 0 1 7  und er 1 0  
i tem s of  th e w orki ng  ag end a at th e U N  
E uropean H ead q uarters i n G eneva .  Ju st  
as i n th e pas t,  O D V V  represe ntati ve s 
i n G eneva  th roug h  ext ensi ve  ef f ect i ve  
ef f orts,  to m ake  use  of  all opportuni ti es 
to acco m pli sh  i ts ob j ec ti ve s i n th e 
i nternati onal arena.  T h e act i vi ti es of  
th e O D V V  i n th i s S essi on i ncl ud ed  th e 
preparati on of  6  oral st atem ents h old i ng  
2  si d eli nes panels on th e h um an ri g h ts 
si tuati on i n Y em en and  d i st ri b uti on of  
O D V V  prod uct s i n th e C ounci l.
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Practical Workshop on the Launching of Data Bank for the Registration of 
Cases in Rehabilitation Centres
T o b ri ng  c oh es i on to v i c ti m s  of  torture and  v i olenc e related  d ata,  and  als o prov i d i ng  as s i s tanc e to 
c entres  ac ti v e i n th e f i eld ,  I RC T  th roug h  a g lob al proj ec t h as  tak en s teps  to prepare and  d es i g n a 
d ata b ank  enti tled  D ata i n th e F i g h t Ag ai ns t I m puni ty ,  f or th e purpos e of  reg i s trati on of  th e i nf orm ati on 
of  c as es  th at h av e g one to th es e c entres .  T h i s  w ork s h op w as  h eld  f rom  3  to 6  M ay  2 0 1 7  i n Am m an 
th e c api tal of  J ord an w i th  th e ai m  of  parti c i pati on f or th e f i g h t ag ai ns t i m puni ty  th roug h  th e c ollec ti on 
of  nec es s ary  d ata f rom  torture v i c ti m s  and  tow ard s  th e ac c ountab i li ty ,  prev enti on and  treatm ent 
of  th es e i nd i v i d uals .  P arti c i pati ng  i n th i s  m eeti ng  w ere c entres  f rom  I raq ,  I ran ( O D V V ) ,  J ord an,  
P ales ti ne,  L eb anon and  M oroc c o. Als o th e s pec i al ob j ec ti v e of  th i s  proj ec t i s  th e s treng th eni ng  and  
c oord i nati on of  th e c apac i ti es  of  reh ab i li tati on c entres  to c ollec t c li ni c al ps y c h olog i c al d ata and  th e 
us e of  th e res ults  and  outputs  f or h um an ri g h ts  ac ti v i ti es  and  f i g h t ag ai ns t i m puni ty .  T h i s  d ata b ank  
h as  b een launc h ed  w i th  th e c ooperati on of  v ari ous  c entres  f rom  th e ab ov em enti oned  c ountri es ,  
and  rec ently  i ts  s ec ond  v ers i on w h i c h  h as  c orrec ted  th e prob lem s  of  th e f i rs t v ers i on h av e b een 
launc h ed  i n th e c entres  of  th es e c ountri es  and  are b ei ng  us ed .  T h e I RC T ’ s  prog ram m e i s  to b ri ng  
ab out c ond i ti ons  w h ere all i ts  m em b ers  b enef i t f rom  th i s  d ata b ank .

Participation in the 34th Session of the Human Rights Council
T h e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l took place  f rom  7  F eb ruary ti ll 2 4  M arch  2 0 1 7  i n 
P alai s d e N ati ons i n G eneva .  S om e of  th e i m portant act i ons of  th e O D V V  i n th i s S essi on i ncl ud e:  

- The Empowerment of 17 NGOs in Consultative Status to ECOSOC: “Effective Participation 
in the 34th Session of the Human Rights Council”
O ne of  th e m ai n act i vi ti es of  th e O D V V  i n th e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts  C ounci l w as 
th e arrang i ng  of  th e ef f ect i ve  parti ci pati on of  I rani an N G O s i n C onsu ltati ve  S tatus to E C O S O C  i n 
th e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l.  
T h i s ac ti vi ty took place  i n tw o st ag es,  one i n 
T eh ran and  th e se co nd  one i n G eneva .  I n th e 
f i rs t st ag e nece ssa ry trai ni ng s w ere g i ve n to 
represe ntati ve s of  1 7  N G O s f ollow ed  b y th e 
d raf ti ng  of  a plan of  act i on b y th e O D V V .  I n 
th e se co nd  st ag e too i n G eneva  w h i le h old i ng  
co ord i nati on m eeti ng s,  th e act i ons planned  i n 
T eh ran w ell put i nto ef f ect .
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- Preparation of Written Statements and their Registration in the Council Directory
T h e O D V V  prepared  7  w ri tten st atem ents und er th e 1 0  perm anent w orki ng  ag end a of  th e 
C ounci l,  w i th  co nsi d erati on of  releva nt st and ard s.  T h ese  st atem ents w ere m ost ly on th e su b j ect s 
of  vi olati on of  w om en and  ch i ld ren’ s ri g h ts i n arm ed  co nf li ct s i n th e M i d d le E ast ,  th e ref ug ee 
cr i si s,  envi ronm ental ca tast roph es,  I sl am oph ob i a,  th e ef f ect s of  sa nct i ons on so ci eti es,  ri g h t to 
ed uca ti on etc.  

- Preparation of Thematic Strategic Reports and their Publication at the Council
I n th i s S essi on w i th  th e g ui d ance  of  O D V V  exp erts and  th roug h  co ord i nati on m eeti ng s,  2 1  th em ati c 
st rateg i c reports w i th  co nsi d erati on of  pri ori ti es to resp ect i ng  h um an ri g h ts w ere co m pi led .
T h e ref ug ee cr i si s,  w ater cr i si s,  vi olati on of  th e ri g h ts of  people w i th  d i sa b i li ti es,  sp read  of  



2 4

Annual
Report    
2017

O D V V

I sl am oph ob i a etc w ere so m e of  th e su b j ect s of  th ese  reports w h i ch  w ere co m pi led ,  d esi g ned  
and  pri nted  and  w ere d i st ri b uted  i n larg e q uanti ti es at th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l.  S om e of  th e 
reports w ere as f ollow s:  W ar and  m ental h ealth  i n th e M i d d le E ast ;  T h e nece ssi ty to pay attenti on 
to h um an ri g h ts pri nci ples i n i nternati onal poli ci es on cl i m ate ch ang e;  envi ronm ental cr i m es and  
h um an ri g h ts;  vi olence  and  h um an ri g h ts vi olati ons;  th e vi olati on of  th e ri g h ts of  people w i th  
d i sa b i li ti es i n reg i onal co nf li ct s;  th e repercu ssi ons of  sa nct i ons and  th ei r ef f ect s on ci vi l so ci ety;  
ch i ld ren d epri ve d  of  ed uca ti on i n reg i onal co nf li ct s;  revi ew  of  w om en’ s si tuati on i n th e M i d d le E ast  
reg i on i n th e last  d eca d e f rom  th e h um an ri g h ts asp ect s;  ch i ld  vi ct i m s of  terrori sm .  

- Preparation of Oral Statements and Reading them at the Council with a Concentration of 
the Subjects of the Special Rapporteur on Iran and Middle East issue
I n th i s st ag e th e O D V V  prepared  8  oral 
st atem ents i n total f or th e g eneral d eb ates 
and  i nteract i ve  d i alog ue und er th e 
w orki ng  ag end a i tem s 3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  and  
9 .  Also  approx i m ately 3 1  st atem ents w ere 
prepared  und er th e su pervi si on of  O D V V  
exp erts.  S om e of  th e su b j ect s of  th e O D V V  
and  oth er N G O s oral st atem ents w ere as 
f ollow s:  vi olati on of  ch i ld ren’ s ri g h ts i n th e 
S yr i an co nf li ct ;  th e ef f ect s of  unj ust  sa nct i ons on th e eco nom i c,  so ci al and  h ealth  si tuati ons i n I ran;  
th reats to th e envi ronm ent i n th e M i d d le E ast  co nf li ct s;  vi olati on of  w om en’ s ri g h ts i n M i d d le E ast  
co nf li ct s ( traf f i cki ng  and  se xu al exp loi tati on) ;  co nse q uence s of  f orce d  repatri ati on of  ref ug ees 
on ch i ld ren,  neg ati ve  co nse q uence s of  arm ed  co nf li ct  on ch i ld ren i n S yr i a,  I raq ,  Y em en,  B ah rai n 
and  P alest i ne;  th e nece ssi ty to prepare a protoco l or ad d i ti onal protoco l to th e C onve nti on on th e 
Ri g h ts of  th e C h i ld  f or th e i m prove m ent of  ref ug ee ch i ld ren’ s ri g h ts;  co nd em nati on of  th e entry i nto 
th e U ni ted  S tates b an on 7  M usl i m  m aj ori ty co untri es.

- Arranging a Meeting with Asma Jahangir the UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights 
Situation in Iran
O ne of  th e m ai n and  i m portant act i vi ti es of  th e O D V V  d uri ng  i ts parti ci pati on i n th e H um an Ri g h ts 
C ounci l S essi ons i s h avi ng  m eeti ng s and  tech ni ca l si tti ng s w i th  th em ati c and  co untry sp eci al 
rapporteurs,  one of  th e i m portant ones of  w h i ch  i s m eeti ng  th e S peci al Rapporteur on th e H um an 
Ri g h ts S i tuati on i n I ran.  T h i s m eeti ng  w as of  parti cu lar i m portance ,  i n w h i ch  M s.  Ja h ang i r co m pi led  
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and  su b m i tted  h er report f or th e f i rst  ti m e i n h er 
new  posi ti on.  T h eref ore,  m eeti ng  and  i nteract i on 
of  I rani an N G O s and  rai si ng  i ssu es and  m atters 
took place  f or th e f i rst  ti m e.
T h i s m eeti ng  w h i ch  took place  on S und ay 1 2  
M arch  2 0 1 7 ,  one d ay b ef ore th e su b m i ssi on of  th e 
S peci al Rapporteur’ s report to th e H um an Ri g h ts 
C ounci l and  planned  f ollow i ng  th e co nti nued  and  
d i f f i cu lt co ord i nati on of  th e O D V V .  I t m ust  b e sa i d  
th at th e ti m e f orese en f or th e m eeti ng  w as an 
h our w h i ch  i ncr ease d  to tw o h ours d ue to th e d yn am i ci ty of  th e su b j ect s of  d i scu ssi on.
A num b er of  m ai n pi vo tal poi nts w ere d i sc usse d  i n th i s m eeti ng  w h i ch  i ncl ud ed :  th e nece ssi ty f or 
th e S peci al Rapporteur to d eal w i th  th e co nse q uence s of  sa nct i ons on eco nom i c,  so ci al,  cu ltural,  
h ealth  and  ed uca ti on ri g h ts,  ad va nce s ach i eve d  w i th  reg ard s to w om en’ s ri g h ts th at i ncl ud e th e 
D i ah ,  i nh eri tance ,  prom oti on of  w om en’ s  prese nce  i n th e ed uca ti on envi ronm ents,  red uct i on i n 
und erag e m arri ag es,  and  am end m ent of  th e d rug  of f end ers ca pi tal puni sh m ent law  i n h er report.

- Holding the “Portal Towards Iran” Exhibit
At th e sa m e ti m e as th e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l,  th e O D V V  h eld  an exh i b i t 
on N ati ons S q uare i n f ront of  th e U N  H ead q uarters i n G eneva ,  enti tled ,  “ A P ortal T ow ard s I ran” .  
T h i s exh i b i t w as h eld  w i th  th e ai m  of  th e reprod uct i on of  th e co nce pt of  peace  and  rej ect i on of  
ext rem i sm  and  vi olence  b y I rani ans,  i n a uni q ue and  ef f ect i ve  w ay .  T h e d etai ls of  th e exh i b i t are 
as f ollow s:
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 i) Photo Gallery
I n th i s E xh i b i t 2 5  ph otos take n b y I rani an j anb az ( ve teran)  of  th e I ran- I raq  W ar,  D avo ud  Am eri  
w ere on d i sp lay w i th  th e su b j ect s of  I ran’ s nature,  vi ct i m s of  w ar i n I ran,  and  w om en and  ch i ld ren 
i n I ran.  T h ese  pi ct ures sh ow ed  a d i f f erent and  attract i ve  i m ag e of  I ran f or th e E uropean aud i ence  
and  w as w elco m ed  b y vi si tors,  to su ch  an ext ent th at i n so m e i nst ance s th ey w anted  to purch ase  
th e w orks of  art.

 ii) Displaying the Nowrouz 7 Cin Spread
I n vi ew  of  th e 3 4 th  
S es si on b ei ng  h eld  
cl os e to th e N ow rouz 
( I rani an N ew  Y ear)  and  
th e I nternati onal D ay 
of  H appi nes s,  i t w as 
a g ood  excu se  f or th e 
O D V V  w h i le se tti ng  
th e trad i ti onal I rani an 
7  C i n sp read ,  to also  
w elco m e sp ri ng  and  
w i s h  th e vi si tors of  th e 
exh i b i t a H appy I rani an N ew  Y ear.  T h i s m ove  w as m ad e w i th  th e ai m  of  i ntrod uci ng  I rani an cu lture 
and  cl assi c trad i ti ons and  also  prese nt a g ood  i m ag e of  th e I rani an h i st ory and  ci vi li sa ti on and  
ch ang e th e perce pti on of  th e E uropean pub li c i m pressi on of  I ran.
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 iii) Introduction of Iranian NGOs
P arti ci pati ng  i n th e C ounci l S essi on,  1 7  I rani an 
N G O s i ntrod uce d  th ei r org ani za ti ons th roug h  
parti ci pati ng  i n th e “ A P ortal T ow ard s I ran”  
exh i b i t.  T h ey  d i d  th i s th roug h  h and i ng  out 
b roch ures,  b ooks and  reports of  th ei r annual 
act i vi ti es and  th em ati c reports.  T h ese  prod uct s 
w ere on d i sp lay f or th e vi si tors i n tw o tents.  
Also  b anners w i th  rej ect i on of  ext rem i sm  and  
vi olence ,  f ri end sh i p and  ki nd ness sl og ans w ere 
put up i n d i f f erent co rners of  th e tents to se nd  th e 
m essa g e of  th e exh i b i t h old ers to th e aud i ence  
and  passe rs- b y .

 iv) Playing Classic Iranian Music
Along si d e th e ph oto g allery ,  prese ntati on of  N G O s’  reports,  and  se tti ng  up th e 7  C i n d i sp lay ,  and  
to co m plete and  m ake  a f urth er i m pact  of  th ese  act i vi ti es,  th i s ye ar th e playi ng  of  I rani an m us i c 
w as put i n th e to- d o li st  of  th e exh i b i t,  and  cl assi c I rani an m usi c ( of ten w i th  no lyr i cs)  w as play ed  
i n th e b ackg round  f or th e vi si tors.

 v) Holding the “Art for Peace” Exhibit
F ollow i ng  th e su cce ssf ul exp eri ence  of  th e O D V V  i n h old i ng  f i eld  exh i b i t of  I rani an N G O s i n 
C onsu ltati ve  S tatus to E C O S O C  i n th e ye ars 2 0 1 5 ,  2 0 1 6 ,  and  2 0 1 7 ,  f or th e f i rst  ti m e th e “ Art 
f or P eace ”  exh i b i t w as se t up i nsi d e th e m ai n E uropean H ead q uarters of  th e U N  th roug h  th e 
co operati on of  th e O D V V  and  th ree N G O s f rom  7  to 1 7  M arch .  I n th i s exh i b i t around  3 0  pi ece s of  
I rani an arti st s w ere put on d i sp lay w i th  th e peace  th em e,  w h i ch  w as ext ensi ve ly rece i ve d  b y th e 
aud i ence .

- Meeting with Thematic Rapporteur
 i) Meeting with Special Rapporteur on Rights of the Child

T h e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l i s a g old en opportuni ty f or i nteract i on and  d i alog ue w i th  th em ati c 
rapporteurs.  F or th i s reaso n on 9  M arch  2 0 1 7 ,  a m eeti ng  w as h eld  w i th  th e U N  S peci al Rapporteur 
on th e Ri g h ts of  th e C h i ld ,  M s.  M aud  d e B oer- B q ui cch i o)  i n W i lso n P alace  b y th e C h i ld  F ound ati on 
and  th e O D V V  and  a num b er of  N G O s.
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I n th i s m eeti ng  th e su b j ect s 
of  d i scu ssi on i ncl ud ed  th e 
i ncr easi ng  of  th e leg al ag e of  
m arri ag e f or g i rls law ,  f urth er 
i nteract i on w i th  I rani an N G O s,  
and  th e S peci al Rapporteur’ s 
w ork m eth od s w ere d i scu sse d .  
At th e end  b roch ures,  th em ati c 
reports and  b usi ness ca rd s of  
N G O s w ere prese nted  to th e 
S peci al Rapporteur f or f urth er 
f uture co m m uni ca ti ons.

- Holding Sidelines Panels 
H old i ng  si d eli nes panels i s anoth er of  th e ava i lab le opportuni ti es i n th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l 
w h i ch  th roug h  th e use  of  exp erti se  and  exp eri ence s exp erts i n th e f i eld ,  b enef i t f rom  th ese  
opportuni ti es i n th e b est  w ay .

 i) The Refugee Crisis and Violation of Children’s Rights 
T h i s panel w as h eld  w i th  
th e co operati on of  th e C h i ld  
F ound ati on and  U N I C E F  on 
1 3  M arch  and  th e sp eake rs 
i ncl ud ed  M s.  S arah  C row e 
U N I C E F  sp ok esp erso n on C ri si s 
I ssu es i n th e G eneva  O f f i ce ,  M s.  
T araneh  F ath ali an f rom  I m am  Ali  
C h ari ty P opulati on,  D r.  P eym an 
Raoof i  th e exe cu ti ve  d i rect or of  
th e C h i ld  F ound ati on and  D r.  
M ost af a M oh am m ad i  rese arch er 
f rom  L ausa nne U ni ve rsi ty .
T h e sp eake rs sp ok e ab out ref ug ee h ost  co untri es w h o h ave  am end ed  th ei r d om est i c law s so  th at 
f urth er protec ti on i s g i ve n to ch i ld ren.  Also  i t w as poi nted  out th at th e E uropean P arli am ent h as 
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passe d  leg i sl ati on i n protect i on of  ref ug ee 
and  leg al m i g rant ch i ld ren.  B ut H ung ary 
h as ref rai ned  f rom  taki ng  si m i lar m easu res 
and  i t i s reg rettab le th at th e H ung ari ans 
w h o th em se lve s exp eri ence d  d i sp lace m ent 
d uri ng  th e S eco nd  W orld  W ar,  sh ould  
provi d e m ore as si st ance  to ref ug ees.  Also  i n 
th i s panel i t w as st ated  th at th e C onve nti on 
on th e Ri g h ts of  th e C h i ld  i s an i nternati onal 
co ve nant w h i ch  h as th e m ost  num b er of  si g natori es ,  b ut th e U ni ted  S tates h as ref rai ned  f rom  
si g ni ng  th i s C onve nti on.

 ii) Yemen: 700 Days of Crisis and Criminals’ Impunity
T h e “ Y em en:  7 0 0  D ay s  of  C ri s i s  and  C ri m i nals ’  I m puni ty ”  s i tti ng  w as  h eld  on 1 5  M arc h  2 0 1 7  y  
th e O D V V .  T h e s peak ers  of  th e s i tti ng  i nc lud ed ,  j uri s ts  D r.  K i m  S h ari f ,  M r.  Ab d ol- L ati f  Al- W as h li ,  
M r.  Ay es h  Al- S and i  and  Y em eni  h um an ri g h ts  ac ti v i s t M s .  Am al Al- M a’ K h az i .
T h e s ub j ec ts  th at w ere d i s c us s ed  i nc lud ed :  lac k  of  ac c es s  to c lean w ater i n Y em en,  i nc reas e 
i n c os t of  d ri nk i ng  w ater to 1 2  d ollars  per li tre,  d es truc ti on of  5 0  perc ent of  th e w ater s upply  
i nf ras truc ture of  S aana as  a res ult of  S aud i  ai rs tri k es ,  th e s i eg e of  th e ai rport and  s h ortag e of  

m ed i c i nes ,  ai rs tri k es  on s trateg i c  loc ati ons  and  oi lf i eld s ,  U N  not ac ti v e i n Y em en,  targ eti ng  Y em eni  
w om en and  c h i ld ren i n m ed i c al c entres ,  not enoug h  f ood  f or 7  m i lli on Y em eni s ,  pres entati on of  
a report on c as ualty  f i g ures  of  1 2 0 , 0 0 0  k i lled  and  m ore th an 2 0 , 0 0 0  w ound ed  i n Y em en.



3 0

Annual
Report    
2017

O D V V

- Publication and Distribution of Specific Books, Journals, Annual Reports and Multimedia 
Products
W i th  th e ai m  of  ex pand i ng  i ts  i nternati onal li nk s  and  m ak i ng  an i m pac t i n th e H um an Ri g h ts  
C ounc i l,  th roug h  pub li c ati on of  m ed i a prod uc ts  and  reports  of  i ts  ac ti v i ti es ,  th e O D V V  
prod uc ed  v ari ous  i tem s  s uc h  as  D ef end ers  N ew s letter,  annual reports  and  m ulti m ed i a C D s  
and  ex tens i v ely  d i s tri b uted  th em  i n th e 3 4 th  S es s i on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts  C ounc i l and  th e 
ex h i b i ts  th at w ere h eld .

- Active Participation of ODVV Experts in other NGOs Sidelines Panels
O ne of  th e s i g ni f i c ant ac ti ons  of  th e O D V V  i n th i s  S es s i on w as  th e ac ti v e parti c i pati on of  i ts  
ex perts  i n th e s i d eli nes  panels .  T ow ard s  th i s  ac ti on,  th e tab le of  th e s i d eli nes  panels  w ere 
s tud i ed  and  th e s om e of  th es e panels  w h i c h  w ere m ore i n li ne w i th  th e w ork  f i eld  of  th e O D V V  
w ere s elec ted  and  f rom  a pre- planned  prog ram m e,  th e ex perts  took  part i n th es e panels  and  
prepared  f ull reports .  
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Rehabilitation Department:
Raha Counselling Centre
 W i th  a w i s h  to m end  and  end  m ank i nd ' s  pai ns  and  s uf f eri ng s ,  and  ex pans i on 
of  h um ani tari an c am pai g ns ,  th e O D V V  Reh ab i li tati on D epartm ent prov i d es  
ad v i s ory  and  ed uc ati onal s erv i c es .  F or th e protec ti on of  v i c ti m s  of  d om es ti c  and  
s oc i al v i olenc e,  th e d epartm ent pres ents  c ouns elli ng  and  th erapy  i n leg al,  f am i ly ,  
m arri ag e,  ps y c h olog i c al d i s ord ers  at th e Reh ab i li tati on C entre .  W i th  th e c ooperati on 
of  4 0  m ental h ealth  ex perts  and  law y ers  th e C entre prov i d es  pre- m arri ag e,  ed uc ati on and  leg al 
c ouns elli ng .  T h e s tati s ti c s  of  th e c as es  i s  d eterm i ned  on th e b as i s  of  g end er,  ag e,  oc c upati on,  
m ari tal s tatus ,  ed uc ati on lev els  and  th e reas on f or c om i ng  to th e C entre.  T h e O D V V  us es  th e res ults  
of  th e s tati s ti c s  to s et appropri ate prog ram m es  and  proj ec ts .  I n 2 0 1 7 ,  3 9 6 2  c as es  b enef i ted  f rom  th e 
C entre’ s  s erv i c es .  2 0 5 0  of  th em  w ere w om en and  1 9 1 2  w ere m en.  Ac c ord i ng  to th e s tati s ti c s  m os t 
of  th e c as es  w ere m arri ed  and  th e m aj ori ty  of  th em  h ad  f am i ly  prob lem s .
T h e Rah a C ouns elli ng  C entre als o prov i d es  teleph one h otli ne c ouns elli ng  s erv i c es  f or ps y c h olog i c al,  
m ari tal,  f am i ly  and  ed uc ati on i s s ues  v i a teleph one h otli ne.  
T h e m onth ly st ati st i cs f or th e h otli ne ca se s are w orke d  out th roug h  va ri ab les su ch  as,  g end er,  
oc cu pati on,  ag e,  m ari tal st atus,  ed uca ti on,  and  reaso n f or ca ll.  I n 2 0 1 7 ,  1 2 4 0  people b enef i ted  
f rom  th e teleph one h otli ne se rvi ce s,  8 5 7  w om en and  3 8 6  m en.  Acco rd i ng  to st ati st i cs th e m aj ori ty 
of  ca se s h ad  f am i ly prob lem s.  As an act i ve  m em b er of  th e E m ploym ent and  E d uca ti on C om m i ttee 
th e O D V V  Reh ab i li tati on C entre,  h as alw ays end eavo ured  to w ork tow ard s th e preve nti on of  
vi olence  i n th e “ P reve nti on of  D om est i c V i olence  D ocu m ent. ”
F or th e reali sa ti on of  th e g oals of  th i s C om m i ttee,  b y parti ci pati on i n all m eeti ng s w i th  a d escr i pti on 
of  pract i ca l act i vi ti es i n th i s reg ard ,  th e Reh ab i li tati on D epartm ent h as und ertake n a num b er of  
i m portant m easu res,  th e i m portant ones of  w h i ch  are:
-  I d enti f i ca ti on of  vi ct i m s of  vi olence  at th e Rah a Reh ab i li tati on C entre
-  Revi ew  of  ef f ect i v e approach es i n co uns elli ng  and  psych oth erapy i n preve nti on of  vi olence .
-  I d enti f i ca ti on of  su i tab le ti tles f or tech ni c al si tti ng s on preve nti on of  vi olene and  treatm ent of  th e 
vi ct i m s,  to h old  at th e Rah a Reh ab i li tati on C entre.
-  S etti ng  a su i tab le rese arc h  m eth od  to rev i ew  th e li nk b etw een vi olence  and  i m pract i ca l sch em as,  
d epressi on and  anxi ety am ong  vi ct i m s of  vi olence  ca se s.
-  I d enti f i ca ti on of  co unse lli ng  prob lem s of  related  g ove rnm ental d epartm ents w i th  th e Reh ab i li tati on 
C entre proj ec t f or treatm ent i nterve nti on and  co unse lli ng  tow ard s i ncr easi ng  th e m ental h ealth  of  
targ et g roup.
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Memory and Learning Education Workshop

T h e ed uca ti on w orksh op on 
M em ory and  L earni ng  w as h eld  
b y th e O D V V  Reh ab i li tati on 
D epartm ent on 1 8  D ece m b er 
2 0 1 7  f or 4 0  ps ych olog y and  
co unse lli ng  st ud ents and  post -
g rad uates.  T h e f aci li tator of  th e 
w orksh op w as D r.  M anso oreh  
F azi lati ,  S h ah i d  B eh esh ti  
U ni ve rsi ty lect urer.  T h e ai m  of  
th i s w orksh op w as to f urth er 
und erst and  th e b rai n as one of  
th e m ost  co m plex  org ans of  th e 
b od y i n learni ng  and  m em ori si ng  i nf orm ati on.
T h e pow er of  learni ng ,  th e su peri ori ty of  m anki nd  to oth er cr eatures,  th e ph ysi olog y of  learni ng  
and  m em ory ,  revi ew  of  th e neurolog i ca l proce sse s i n learni ng ,  d eco d i ng ,  m em ori si ng  w h at’ s b een 
learned ,  th e ti m e th e i nf orm ati on i s ke pt,  reco ve ry ,  rem em b eri ng  reco rd ed  i nf orm ati on,  m em ory 
st ag es,  typ es of  m em ory th at i ncl ud e f eeli ng  sh ort and  long  term  m em ory ,  ca paci ty of  m em ory etc.  
w ere so m e of  th e poi nts th at w ere taug h t i n th i s w orksh op.

Workshop on Training of Prevention of Verbal Abuse Trainers

T h e W orksh op on T rai ni ng  of  
P reve nti on of  V erb al Ab use  
T rai ners w as h eld  on S aturd ay 
2  D ece m b er 2 0 1 7  f or N G O s and  
th e m em b ers of  th e H ealth  and  
S oci o- psych olog i ca l P opulati on,  
w i th  th e co operati on of  th e O D V V  
and  th e P opular P reve nti ons and  
S oci al P arti ci pati ons G eneral 
O f f i ce  of  th e Ju d i c i ary .  T h e tutor 
of  th i s tech ni ca l w orksh op w as 
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D r.  S h ah rb anoo G h ah ari  and  i t w as h eld  w i th  th e ai m  of  em pow erm ent of  N G O s and  m em b ers of  
th e N ati onal M ental H ealth  P opulati on f or preve nti ve  i nterve nti on on th e su b j ect  of  vi olence  and  
h elp th e vi ct i m s of  vi olenc e.  T h e w orksh op w as h eld  i n th e S oci al D eputy Asse m b ly H all of  th e 
Ju d i ci ary .
D eterm i nati on of  th e d ef i ni ti on of  vi olence ,  th e reco m m end ati ons of  th e W orld  H ealth  O rg ani za ti on 
f or th e preve nti on of  so ci al d am ag es,  th eoreti c m eth od s f or th e preve nti on of  vi olence  b as ed  
on psych olog i ca l approach es,  est ab li sh m ent of  th e b ound ari es of  d i so rd ers i n th e vi ct i m s and  
perpetrators of  vi olence  w i th  rag es b ase d  on lac of  ski lls,  and  i nterve nti on tech ni q ues f or th e 
red uct i on of  d am ag es ca use d  b y rag e w ere so m e of  th e i m portant su b j ect s of  th i s one d ay 
w orksh op.

Education Workshop on the Prevention of Abuse that Leads to Altercation

T h e P rev enti on of  Ab us e th at L ead s  to Alterc ati on w ork s h op w as  h eld  w i th  th e c ooperati on and  
tutori ng  of  O D V V  ex perts  and  b y  th e P opular P rev enti ons  and  S oc i al P arti c i pati ons  G eneral O f f i c e 
of  th e J ud i c i ary  f or law y ers  and  ex perts  f rom  th e J ud i c i ary ,  j us ti c e d epartm ent ex perts ,  N G O s  
and  reli g i ous  lead ers  f rom  2 0  to 2 5  N ov em b er 2 0 1 7  i n th e c i ty  of  M as h h ad .  F und am ental s k i lls  
related  to th e s ub j ec t of  v i olenc e ed uc ati on,  s oc i al f ac i li tati on f or g etti ng  s k i lls  f or s oc i al ori ented  
i nterv enti ons  to uti li s e popular potenti als  to prev ent ph y s i c al,  m ental,  s ex ual and  ec onom i c  ab us e 
w ere th e m os t i m portant s ub j ec ts  of  th i s  trai ni ng  c ours e w h i c h  w ere taug h t ov er f our d ay s  to tw o 
g roups  of  3 5  i nd i v i d uals .  I n th e openi ng  and  c los i ng  c erem oni es  of  th e w ork s h op,  of f i c i als  f rom  th e 
T eh ran and  As tan K h oras an Raz av i  J ud i c i ary  w ere pres ent as  g ues t s peak ers .
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Workshop on Effective Communications Skills

T h i s w orksh op w as h eld  b y th e O D V V  Reh ab i li tati on D epartm ent on 1 7  O ct ob er 2 0 1 7  f or 4 5  
exp erts and  psych olog i st s i n th e O D V V  co nf erence  h all.  I n th i s 6  h our w orksh op D r.  M anso oreh  
F azi lati  S h ah i d  B eh esh ti  U ni ve rsi ty lect urer sp oke  ab out co m m uni ca ti on and  w h at m ake s 
co m m uni ca ti on ef f ect i ve .
I n th i s w orksh op at f i rst  th e ten li f e ski lls,  i m portance  and  nece ssi ty f or teach i ng  th em  to preve nt 
so ci al d am ag es w ere d i scu sse d .  T h i s w as f ollow ed  b y d eb ate and  exch ang e of  vi ew s on th e 
d ef i ni ti on of  co m m uni ca ti on and  elem ents of  ef f ect i ve  co m m uni ca ti on.

Education Workshop on Freudian Psychotherapy: from Theory to Practice in Therapy

T h e one- d ay  E d uc ati on W ork s h op on F reud i an P s y c h oth erapy :  f rom  T h eory  to P rac ti c e i n 
T h erapy  S es s i on w as  h eld  on 9  M ay ,  2 0 1 7  i n th e c onf erenc e h all of  th e O D V V .  
T h i s  one- d ay  w ork s h op th at w as  enti tled  th e “ ps y c h oanaly ti c al approac h  f or i m prov em ent 
th roug h  d i alog ue i n v ari ous  path olog i es ,  w as  h eld  w i th  th e pres enc e of  J ean- L uc  V erni er,  
ps y c h oth erapi s t and  N i c e U ni v ers i ty  prof es s or and  3 0  ps y c h i atri s ts ,  ps y c h oth erapi s ts  and  
ps y c h olog i s ts .
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T h e f ollow i ng  topi c s  w ere taug h t c om preh ens i v ely  and  i n d etai l to th e aud i enc e:
1  –  T o ex plai n th e c ons eq uenc es  of  th e d i s c ov ery  b y  S i g m und  F reud  of  th e pri m ac y  of  th e 
rad i c al oth ernes s  i n th e c reati on of  th e unc ons c i ous  and  th at of  th e h um an s ex uali ty ;
2  –  s tud y i ng  th roug h  th e h i s tori c al b ac k g round  of  ps y c h oanaly s i s ,  th e m aj or c onc epts ,  alw ay s  
ref erri ng  to th e c li ni c al b as i s ;
3  –  A th oroug h  und ers tand i ng  of  ps y c h oanaly s i s  and  ps y c h olog y  i n ord er to b etter as s es s  th e 
f unc ti oni ng  of  th e h um an ps y c h e,  i ts  d es i re,  i ts  i d enti ty  and  i ts  plac e i n th e s oc i al g roup;  and  
4  –  T o g i v e c li ni c i ans  m any  ef f i c i ent m eans  i n th ei r d ai ly  w ork .
Als o th e parti c i pants  of  th i s  w ork s h op w ere i ntrod uc ed  to d i s c us s i ons  s uc h  as :  a m eth od  of  
treatm ent of  th e neuroti c  d i s ord ers ,  pres entati on and  ex eg es i s  of  th e ps y c h oanaly s i s ,  f rom  early  
c h i ld h ood  to ad oles c enc e,  th e c atac ly s m  of  pub erty  and  th e v ari ous  ad oles c ent ad d i c ti ons ,  
a proc es s  of  i nv es ti g ati on of  th e ps y c h i c  proc es s es ,  th e b as i c  rules  of  th e analy ti c  s es s i on,  
c ond i ti ons  f or th e c om m enc i ng  of  th erapy  s es s i on,  T h e F reud i an “ s etti ng ” :  f rom  th e f ac e to f ac e 
to th e s of a.  H ow ?  W h y ? ,  T h e d i f f erenc es  b etw een ps y c h i atry ,  ps y c h olog y  and  ps y c h oanaly s i s ,  
th e f und am ental s i tuati on of  anth ropolog y  ac c ord i ng  to prof es s or J oh n L e P lanc h  th eory ,  
traum a,  s ud d en d ev elopm ents ,  and  v ari ous  ad d i c ti ons  am ong  y outh s ,  ph y s i c al c om f ort.
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Statistics of Cases in the Centre for 2017: 3962

Free Counselling Services for the Victims of the Plasco Building Disaster

F ollow i ng  th e h orri f i c  f i re of  th e P las c o B ui ld i ng  i n T eh ran on 1 9  J anuary  2 0 1 7 ,  i n v i ew  of  
th e i m portanc e of  th e g eneral m ental h ealth  of  s oc i ety ,  and  w i th  th e h elp of  c ouns ellors  and  
ex perts  f rom  th e Rah a C ouns elli ng  C entre,  th e O D V V  prov i d ed  f ree c ouns elli ng  s erv i c es  to 
th e s urv i v ors  of  th e d i s as ter and  v i c ti m s  and  f i ref i g h ters .  

The Raha Counselling Centre also in 2017 had the following activities in its working agenda:
 I nc reas i ng  th e num b er of  th e C entre’ s  T eleg ram  m em b ers h i p f rom  4 3 0  to alm os t 7 0 0  and  

pos ti ng  m ateri als  d ai ly  on th e appli c ati on.
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Statistics of Telephone Hotline Calls for 2017: 1240

 I nc reas i ng  th e m em b ers  of  th e team  of  ps y c h olog i s ts ,  ps y c h oanaly s ts  and  ps y c h i atri s ts  of  
th e C entre.

 P reparati on and  trans lati on of  th e M oral S tatute of  Rah a C ouns elli ng  C entre.
 P reparati on of  pac k ag es  of  prod uc ts  and  i ntrod uc ti on of  Rah a.
 D i alog ue w i th  s erv i c es  prov i s i on c entres  f or c ooperati on w i th  Rah a C ouns elli ng  C entre.
 Rev i ew  of  th e arc h i v i ng  of  c as e f i les  and  alloc ati ng  a s eparate room  f or arc h i v es
 U pload i ng  ac ti v i ti es  of  th e C entre on th e w eb s i te.
 O f f i c i al c ontrac t of  O D V V  Reh ab i li tati on D epartm ent w i th  s i s ter N G O s  i n I raq  ( I raq i  

reh ab i li tati on c entres )  
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Research and Publications

I n v i ew  of  i ts  ob j ec ti v es  and  f unc ti ons ,  th e O D V V  Res earc h  D epartm ent h as  prod uc ed  
v ari ous  pub li c ati ons . T h e ref lec ti on of  O D V V ’ s  ac ti v i ti es  as  a nong ov ernm ental 
org ani z ati on i n i nternati onal c onf erenc es  and  g ath eri ng s  c an b e s een as  a pos i ti v e 
perf orm anc e i n play i ng  an ac ti v e h um an ri g h ts  role.  

Thematic Reports

- Preparation of Thematic Reports for the 34th Session of the Human Rights Council
T h e O D V V  Rese arch  D epartm ent prepared  2 1  th em ati c st rateg i c reports b y co nsi d eri ng  pri ori ti es 
f or resp ect i ng  h um an ri g h ts and  d i st ri b uted  th em  at th e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l.

Written and Oral Statements

- Written statements for the 36th Session of the Human Rights Council
T o m ake  use  of  exi st i ng  opportuni ti es at th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l f or N G O s to play a role,  th e 
O D V V  prepared  5  w ri tten st atem ents and  reg i st ered  th em  i n th e C ounci l d i rect ory .

- Oral statements for the 36th Session of the Human Rights Council
W i th  co nsi d erati on of  th e h um an ri g h ts d eb ates pri ori ti es,  th e O D V V  prepared  1 2  oral st atem ents 
f or th e 3 6 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l to read  at th e f loor of  th e S essi on.

- Preparation and Publication of Iranian NGOs’ Statements on Myanmar
At th e sa m e ti m e as th e 3 6 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l and  to co nd em n th e terri b le 
eve nts i n M ya nm ar th e O D V V  along  w i th  m ore th an 3 0  I rani an N G O s w rote a st atem ent w h i le 
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co nd em ni ng  th e ki lli ng  of  M usl i m s i n M ya nm ar f or i nternati onal h um an ri g h ts b od i es to i nve st i g ate 
th e co nd i ti ons of  th ese  people.

- Written statements for the 34th Session of the Human Rights Council
T h e O D V V  prepared  i ts w ri tten st atem ents f or th e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l i n 
vi ew  of  th e C ounci l’ s se t st and ard s.  
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- Oral statements for the 34th Session 
of the Human Rights Council
T h e preparati on of  oral st atem ents w ere 
d one b y th e Rese arch  D epartm ent 
exp erts and  th ei r read i ng  at th e f loor 
of  th e S essi on w ere so m e of  th e oth er 
act i vi ti es of  th e O D V V .

Drafting and Preparation of Letter

- Joint Action of the ODVV with 700 Journalists in Condemnation of the Terrible Events in 
Myanmar
I n a j oi nt act i on,  on 9  S eptem b er 2 0 1 7 ,  th e O D V V  Rese arch  D epartm ent and  m ore th an 7 0 0  
nati onal and  i nternati onal j ournali st s i ssu ed  a letter ad d resse d  to th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l 
ca lli ng  f or th e i nternati onal co m m uni ty to i nve st i g ate th e ki lli ng  of  M usl i m s i n M ya nm ar.
T h i s letter and  a li st  of  i ts si g natori es w as prese nted  to th e m em b ers of  th e S peci al M and ate 
I nternati onal F act  F i nd i ng  G roup on M ya nm ar f ollow i ng  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l m eeti ng  on 
M ya nm ar.  Also  th e O D V V  poi nted  out th e j ournali st s co nce rn on M ya nm ar and  ca lled  f or th e U N  
H i g h  C om m i ssi oner f or H um an Ri g h ts to i nve st i g ate th e b rutal ki lli ng  of  M ya nm ar M usl i m s.
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Publications and Books

- Defenders Newsletter Summer 2017
T h i s ed i ti on of  D ef end ers w as pub li sh ed  i n 5 6  pag es w i th  an ove rh aul of  
th e st ruct ure,  co ntent and  f orm  of  th e new sl etter and  b ri ng i ng  i t cl ose r to 
f ram ew orks of  a q uarterly .  T h e su b j ect s co ve red  b y th i s ed i ti on i ncl ud e:  
th e ref ug ee cr i si s and  th e E U ,  syst em ati c vi olati on of  h um an ri g h ts i n 
S aud i  Arab i a,  th e li nk b etw een peace  and  touri sm ,  arm s trad e and  
vi olati on of  h um an ri g h ts,  and  a co llect i on of  arti cl es b y O D V V  exp erts 
and  vo lunteers.

- Preparation and Publication of the First Booklet in a Series of Books on Unilateral 
Sanctions
T h e O D V V  prepared  and  pub li s h ed  th e b ook let on “ S anc ti ons :  T antam ount to B latant V i olati on 
of  H um an Ri g h ts ”  i n 2 0 0  c opi es .  T h i s  b ook let w as  s ent to 6 6  f orei g n em b as s i es  i n T eh ran.  
Als o on th e s i d eli nes  of  th e 3 6 th  S es s i on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts  C ounc i l,  th e d i g i tal f i le of  th e 
b ook let w as  s ent to all P erm anent S tate Repres entati v es  i n G enev a,  and  8 0  h ard  c opi es  w ere 
d i s tri b uted  i n th e C ounc i l S es s i on.
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- Defenders Newsletter Autumn 2016 – Winter 2017
T h i s i ssu e of  D ef end ers w as pub li sh ed  b y th e O D V V  i n 4 8  pag es and  
w i th  a co nce ntrati on on h um an ri g h ts,  ci ti ze n’ s ri g h ts,  ch i ld ren,  N G O s,  
th e U ni ted  N ati ons,  and  th e U P R.  T h i s new sl etter revi ew s va ri ous 
notab le cu rrent su b j ect s and  i ssu es of  th e w orld .  S ub j ect s su ch  as th e 
ca paci ty of  N G O s i n C onsu ltati ve  S tatus i n th e U N ,  a look at h um an 
ri g h ts d oub le st and ard s i n th e i nternati onal ord er,  ch i ld ren’ s poli ce  
and  th e nece ssi ty to se t up a ch i ld ren’ s poli ce  uni t i n I ran,  ch i ld ren’ s 
h um an ri g h ts si tuati on,  S y ri a and  h um an ri g h ts ch alleng es,  D onald  
T rum p and  h um an ri g h ts,  a look at th e su b j ect  of  eth ni ci ty i n I ran,  
K urd i st an a land  of  trad i ti ons,  anci ents cu st om s and  trad i ti ons,  O D V V ’ s 
act i ve  parti ci pati on i n th e U P R,  w ays to prom ote h um an ri g h ts i n I ran,  
C i ti ze n’ s Ri g h ts C h arter and  i nd epend ent m ed i a and  an approach  to 
th e st ruct ure and  nature of  C i ti ze n’ s Ri g h ts C h arter i n I ran.

autumn2016 / winter2017

DEFENDERS
ODVV

www.odvv.org

 Organization for Defending
Victims of Violence

Organization and Updating of the Library

T h e O D V V  i s eq ui pped  w i th  a sp eci ali st  li b rary w h i ch  co ntai ns b ooks 
i n F arsi  and  E ng li sh .  Also  i n 2 0 1 7 ,  w i th  purch asi ng  of  d oze ns of  new  
b ooks on h um an ri g h ts and  ref i ni ng  of  th e li b rary and  i ntrod uct i on of  
2  b ooks f rom  th e li b rary i n O D V V ’ s T eleg ram ,  th e th e use  of  b ookl ets,  
exi st i ng  rese arch es and  arti cl es,  O D V V  h as f aci li tated  th e nece ssa ry 
co nd i ti ons f or h onorary m em b ers,  vo lunteers,  rese arch ers and  
st ud ents acce ss f or th ei r st ud i es and  w ork.  
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Communications Department

F or th e purpos e of  i nc reas i ng  th e c apac i ty  of  th e O D V V  i n i ts  i nternati onal li nk s  and  
m ak i ng  m ore i m pac t on i nf orm ati on d i s s em i nati on,  th e C om m uni c ati ons  D epartm ent 
c ond uc ts  v ari ous  ac ti v i ti es  th roug h  th e uti li s ati on of  th e c apac i ti es  of  O D V V  ex perts  and  
effective presence in social networks. 

Coordination and Publication the Contents 
of Websites and Social Networks

I nf orm ati on d i sse m i nati on i s anoth er one of  
O D V V ’ s act i vi ti es tow ard s i ts ob j ect i ve s.  T h e 
O D V V  use s va ri ous tools to ach i eve  th i s.

- Farsi, English and Arabic Websites
T h e w orld w i d e w eb  i s one of  th e nece ssa ry 
co m m uni ca ti ons ch annel to acce ss th e 
aud i ence .  T o b enef i t f rom  th i s th e O D V V  
h as a tri li ng ual w eb si te –  F arsi ,  E ng li sh  and  
Arab i c –  ( and  th e Arab i c si te w as launch ed  
f rom  th e b eg i nni ng  of  2 0 1 6 ) .  T h e O D V V  h as 
m anag ed  to m ake  h um an ri g h ts new s and  
d eve lopm ent,  i ts act i vi ti es and  posi ti ons 
tow ard s va ri ous i ssu es,  i ts ad va nce m ents 
th roug h out th e ye ar,  ob j ect i ve s and  
prog ram m es ava i lab le to th e ad d resse es 
and  ke ep th em  upd ated  on a d ai ly b asi s;  i n 
su ch  w ay th at i n 2 0 1 7 ,  a total of  2 7 0  arti cl es 
and  around  1 0 3 0  va ri ous  new s i tem s on 
h um an ri g h ts i ssu es w ere pub li sh ed  on th e 
th ree w eb si tes f or i nterest ed  parti es to read .
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- Editorial Board
T h e O D V V  E d i tori al B oard  h old s reg ular and  org ani ze d  m eeti ng s w i th  a sp eci f i c w orki ng  ag end a 
on a m onth ly b asi s f or th e purpose  of  prom oti ng  th e act i vi ti es of  th e w eb si tes and  so ci al netw orks 
and  f urth er co m m uni ca ti on w i th  th e aud i ence  th roug h  pub li ca ti on of  new s,  arti cl es and  act i vi ti es 
of  th e O D V V ;  w i th  th e parti ci pati on of  m em b ers and  exp erts.

- ODVV Social Media Accounts
F or th e purpose  of  st reng th eni ng  th e li nks of  th e O D V V  w i th  si st er i nternati onal org ani za ti ons and  
oth er ad d ress ees,  th e O D V V  i s act i ve  
i n F ace b ook,  T w i tter and  Aparat.  T h i s 
act i on i s w i th  th e ai m  of  th e uti li sa ti on 
of  new  co m m uni ca ti ons tools,  
i d enti f i ca ti on and  cr eati on of  netw orks 
of  i nst i tutes and  h um an ri g h ts act i vi st s 
to sh ow  th e exi st ence  of  m ulti ple 
vo i c es f rom  I ran on h um an ri g h ts,  and  
i nf orm ati on d i sse m i nati on of  act i vi ti es 
and  d raw i ng  f urth er partnersh i ps.  
T h ese  pag es i n th e f ollow i ng  ad d ress 
i n 2 0 1 7  pub li sh ed  m ore th an 1 3 0 0  
va ri ous h um an ri g h ts m ateri als and  
arti cl es.  



4 5

Annual
Report    
2017

O D V V

Production and Publication

- Launching ODVV’s Official Telegram Channel entitled Human Rights Studies
T h e H um an Ri g h ts S tud i es T eleg ram  C h annel h as b een launch ed  b y th e O D V V  and  w i th  th e ai m  of  
rai si ng  th e aw areness of  th e ad d resse es on h um an ri g h ts sci enti f i c proce d ures and  d eve lopm ent.  
U nti l th e end  of  J anuary  2 0 1 8  th e T eleg ram  C h annel g ai ned  5 2 0  m em b ers  and  th e upload i ng  of  
m ateri als  on a d ai ly  b as i s  on h um an ri g h ts  i s  th e c om m uni c ati ons  arm  of  th e O D V V  w i th  ad d res s ees ,  
v olunteers  and  h onorary  m em b ers  and  h as  a prac ti c al approac h .  T h i s  C h annel along s i d e th e O D V V  
V olunteers  G roup T eleg ram  ac c ount i s  launc h ed  and  run b y  th e v olunteers  g roup.

- Launching the Data Bank of Documents and Reports of Human Rights Situation in Iran
T h roug h  th e d esi g ni ng  and  launch i ng  a d ata b an of  d ocu m ents,  reso luti ons,  reports and  all 
i m portant h um an ri g h ts treati es,  th e O D V V  h as f aci li tated  th e possi b i li ty of  se arch i ng  f or ref erenc e 
so urce s and  preparati on of  all i ts w ri tten and  oral st atem ents f rom  th e f i rst  H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l 
S essi on of  th e ye ar to- d ate w h i ch  i ncl ud e 1 5 7  oral and  1 4 9  w ri tten st atem ents.

Preparation of Video Documentaries

i )  P reparati on of  tw o D ocu m entari es on th e P reve nti on of  D om est i c V i olence  and  L i f e S ki lls 
T rai ni ng  P roj ect s,  V aram i n N ove m b er and  S eptem b er 2 0 1 7 .
i i )  P reparati on of  m ulti m ed i a C D  of  O D V V  act i vi ti es and  pub li ca ti ons i n M arch  2 0 1 7 .
i i i )  P reparati on of  vi d eo d ocu m entary of  th e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l.
i v)  P reparati on of  vi d eo d ocu m entary of  th e 3 1 st  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l
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Links with Honorary Members

T ow ard s th e reali sa ti on of  i ts ob j ect i ve s and  act i vi ti es,  th e O D V V  uti li se s th e vo lunteer f orce  w i th  
co nsi d erati on of  th ei r f i eld  of  exp erti se .
T o th i s ai m ,  w i th  th e launch i ng  of  th e O D V V  V olunteers G roup on th e i nternet and  th e f aci li tati on 
and  ex ch ang e of  up to d ate co m m uni ca ti on and  i nf orm ati on i n h um an ri g h ts f i eld s m ong  th e g roup 
m em b ers,  th e sce ne f or th ei r act i vi ti es and  th e b losso m i ng  of  th ei r ca paci ti es and  talents w as 
cr eated .
An exa m ple of  th e act i vi ti es of  th i s g roup i s th e act i ve  parti ci pati on and  co operati on and  prese nce  
of  th ese  m em b ers i n h old i ng  ed uca ti on w orksh ops and  co urse s and  also  w ri ti ng  arti cl es f or th e 
F arsi ,  E ng li sh  and  Arab i c w eb si tes and  D ef end ers N ew sl etters.
Af ter b eco m i ng  m em b ers,  th e h onorary m em b ers ca n b enef i t f rom  th e f ollow i ng  f ac i li ti es:
-  U se  of  th e O D V V  li b rary
-  Ac ce ss to reports and  res earch es ava i lab le 
-  Ac ce ss to th e i nternet,  w eb si te and  su b scr i pti on to elect roni c new sl etters ( E ng li sh  and  f arsi )
-  B enef i t f rom  O D V V  pub li ca ti ons and  li nks
-  P arti ci pati on i n m eeti ng s,  co nf erence s,  se m i nars,  si tti ng s and  ed uca ti on co urse s

Statements

T ow ard s resp ect i ng  th e h i g h  h um an va lues and  w i th  a b eli ef  to j ust i ce ,  eq uali ty ,  prom oti on and  
exp ansi on of  cu lture of  nonvi olence ,  th e O D V V  h as i s su ed  th e f ollow i ng  st atem ents n vi ew  of  th e 
cu rrent eve nts th at h ave  occu rred  i n th e w orld .
-  S tatem ent on th e T error Attacks i n T eh ran.
-  S tatem ent on I m posi ng  Rest ri ct i ons on I rani an S ci enti f i c Act i vi ti es
-  S tatem ent on th e K i lli ng  of  I nnoce nt P eople i n M i rza  O lang
-  S tatem ent on D onald  T rum p’ s Rem arks on C h arlottesvi lle.
-  O D V V  and  so m e I rani an N G O s’  S tatem ent on th e M ya nm ar T erri b le E ve nts
-  S tatem ent on I nternati onal U N  D ay
-  S tatem ent on th e O cca si on of  I nternati onal D i sa rm am ent W eek
-  S tatem ent on th e I nternati onal D ay f or th e E li m i nati on of  V i olence  Ag ai nst  W om en
-  S tatem ent on th e O cca si on of  U ni ve rsa l H um an Ri g h ts D ay
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 Exhibits

S i nce  parti ci pati on and  i nteract i on h as alw ays b een th e attenti on of  th e O D V V  one of  th e pri nci ples 
of  i ts m oral co ve nant,  w e h ave  tri ed  to h ave  a h i g h li g h ted  prese nce  i n parti ci pator act i vi ti es.  T h e 
h old i ng  of  and  parti ci pati on i n num erous exh i b i ts as one of  th e parti ci patory arenas,  b ri ng s ab out 
a ve ry g ood  opportuni ty f or i nf orm ati on d i sse m i nati on of  th e ob j ect i ve s,  ac ti vi ti es and  prog ram m es 
of  eve ry org ani za ti on.  T h roug h  parti ci pati on i n th ese  arenas,  i nteract i on and  co m m uni ca ti on w i th  
oth er g ove rnm ental and  nong ove rnm ental org ani za ti ons ca n b e ach i eve d .  F or th i s reaso n th e 
O D V V  i ncl ud es  parti ci pati on i n exh i b i ts i n i ts co llect i ve  of  act i vi ti es.

- ODVV’s Achievements in the Field of Refugees Exhibit
 O n th e occa s i on of  W orld  Ref ug ee D ay ,  on 1 9  Ju ne 2 0 1 7  th e O D V V  h eld  and  exh i b i t of  i ts 
ach i eve m ents and  act i vi ti es i n th e f i eld  of  ref ug ees and  Af g h an nati onals.
I n th i s exh i b i t O D V V ’ s d i sp lay i n th i s exh i b i t i ncl ud ed  d ocu m ents,  b anners,  post ers,  m ulti m ed i a C D s 
and  reports w h i ch  w as h eld  on th e si d eli nes of  th e co m m em orati on of  th e W orld  Ref ug ee D ay w i th  
th e prese nce  of  B AF I A and  U N H C R i n I ran,  g ove rnm ental and  nong ove rnm ental org ani za ti ons i n 
th e h i st ori c G olest an G ard ens i n T eh ran.

-  “ L et us U nd erst and  Y em eni  C h i ld ren”  P h oto G allery
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-The “Let us Understand Yemeni Children” photo gallery
 w as se t up i n G eneva  ci ty ce ntre w i th  th e su pport of  th e O D V V  and  Y em eni  h um an ri g h ts act i vi st s.  
T h e exh i b i t w as w i d ely rece i ve d  b y th e loca ls and  touri st s.

- “A Portal towards Iran” Exhibit
At th e sa m e ti m e as th e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l th e O D V V  h eld  an exh i b i t on 
N ati ons S q uare i n G eneva  outsi d e th e U N  H ead q uarters enti tled  A P ortal tow ard s I ran.  
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-“Art for Peace” Exhibit
O n th e si d eli nes of  th e 3 4 th  S essi on of  th e H um an Ri g h ts C ounci l f or th e f i rst  ti m e th e Art f or 
P eace  E xh i b i t i ntrod uci ng  3 0  I rani an arti st s’  w orks of  art w i th  th e th em e of  peace  w as se t up i n th e 
m ai n H ead q arters of  th e U ni ted  N ati ons.  
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