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FOREWORD
2015 came to an end with all its ups and downs, under circumstances in which not only most 
parts of the world did not become any safer compared to the year before, but we witnessed more 
violence. The rise in terror attacks in the world which is the result of the rise in extremism and 
violence, has caused great concern. 
Another of the issues and challenges the world experienced last year, was the refugee crisis, 
which was a direct result of the ongoing conflicts in parts of the Middle East and North Africa. 
For the first time since the end of the Second World War, the world faced a huge refugee crisis, 
something unprecedented. 
Unrest and conflicts in these regions were some of the most important human rights violations 
that occurred in the world last year. 
Also in the year that has just gone the world faced the continued threat of extremist terror groups 
which requires the special attention of the whole of the international community. 
But alongside the aforementioned terrible events, the global working agenda in ratifying the MDG 
till the end of 2030, the Iran and world powers nuclear agreement, the Paris agreement on climate 
change are some of the positive human rights achievements of last year, which has raised the 
hopes of many human rights activists.
Overall, the promotion of human rights in the world and Iran are some of the objectives that the 
ODVV tries to promote through transparency of information and various programmes and activities. 
As each year, the yearly itinerary included ODVV’s activities such as the commemoration of 
International Volunteer Day, participation annual periodic Human Rights Council Sessions other 
international conferences. The continued empowerment of Iranian NGOs in consultative status to 
ECOSOC saw the ODVV organise the presence of these organization in the 28th Session of the 
Human Rights Council, the UPR on Iran. 
As every year there is a section in this report on the activities of the ODVV Raha Rehabilitation 
centre alongside statistics on psychological counselling of victims of violence. 
Let us hope that 2016 will be marked as the year in which comprehensive and lasting peace 
begins to be established throughout the world, in particular the Middle East. 
The ODVV welcomes the cooperation of international organizations with NGOs active in human 
rights, to help take positive steps towards the expansion of human rights and nonviolene culture 
throughout the world. 
What follows is the activities of the ODVV in the past year, in chronological order.
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The Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV) is a 
non-governmental, non-profit, non-political organization in Special 
Consultative Status to the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations (ECOSOC). The ODVV was established in 1988 
in Tehran and has been active in the field of human rights and 
humanitarian activities.
The ODVV is also associated to the United Nations Department 
of Public Information (UNDPI), a participatory of the NGOs 
Coalition for an International Court (based in New York), and national coordinator of 
the Global March Against Child Labour (based in New Delhi) which cooperated in a 
variety of issues with international organizations and has working relations with many 
NGOs in Iran and around the globe. The ODVV is also member of the International 
Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), Asia Youth Network, Conference of Non-
Governmental Organizations (CONGO), and the International Movement for a Just 
World (JUST), and International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT) and 
memberof the Central Council, and AMAN Network of Middle East and North Africa 
Rehabilitation Centres for Torture Victims and first deputy of the Network. 
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ODVV Mission Statement

Structure

Being committed to its moral principles the ODVV’s mission is:
■ To respect high human values;
■ To respect the rule of law and be committed to national values, moral principles and laws, 
■ To respect national interests and to avoid entering political groupings, 
■ To respect human dignity and status, and to recognise individual’s rights and respect of society’s public interests,
■ To believe in justice, equality and observe everyone’s rights (women and children in particular), 
■ To believe in being responsible, transparent, answerable, honest and virtuous;
■ To accept the expansion and promotion of creativity;
■ To respect knowledge, competence and experiences of individuals;
■ To accept ideas, notions, recommendations and constructive criticisms;
■ To be committed to collective unity and cooperation;
■ To promote the spirit of service and voluntary campaigns;
■ To promote and expand a culture of non-violence;

For the purpose of reaching its goal which is to promote and expand a human 
rights culture the ODVV shall utilise the following practices:
■ Hold educational, seminars, forums and workshops with the aim of information dissemination and 
raise the society’s culture, preparation of articles and research in this regard;
■ Protect and defend the rights of victims of violence and society;
■ Promote and expand a culture of non-violence;
■ Present advisory and counselling services for the rehabilitation of victims of society, and to refer 
these victims to the relevant centres to receiving care and services;
■ Establishment and facilitation of links with national, regional and international organizations that follow 
similar objectives, and to facilitate the opportunity to exchange views, experiences and knowledge;

The ODVV conducts its activities and campaigns under the following structure
■ Research and Education Department
■ International Relations Department
■ Communications Department
■ Rehabilitation Department (Rehabilitation Centre)
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Participation in the 31st Session of the Human Rights Council

The 31st Session of the Human Rights Council took place from 29 February to 25 March 2015 at 
the UN European Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland
As in the past, the ODVV activities included, written and oral statements, holding sidelines panels, 
meetings with thematic special rapporteurs, holding an exhibition, distribution of analytical reports 
and etc. Below is a brief narrative of the activities in this Session:

- Written and Oral Statements
For the 31st Session of the Human Rights Council, the ODVV submitted 6 written and 8 oral 
statements. Some of the subjects of the statements that were under Items 3, 4 5, 6 and 7 were 
as follows:
1 – Middle East’s Children: Victims of endless armed conflicts
2 – Have the universal efforts for the elimination of the threat of ISIS been successful?
3 – Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Iran.
4 – The Shia minority in the justice system
5 – UPR: first and second rounds
It must be said that the written statements are documented and accessible in the Human Rights 
Council website. The oral statements that were read on the Council floor too are available in video 
format also in the Council website.

- Preparation of applicable thematic reports for publication at the Human Rights Council
This activity was limited to the ODVV in previous Sessions of the Council, but for the first time and 
with the guidance of experts, 13 NGOs also participated in this activity and applicable thematic 
reports, with consideration of respect to human rights priorities. 

Middle East Developments: What has become of human rights?
Part Two: Children, the biggest victims of the violence in Syria, Iraq and Yemen
Introduction
Children are the most vulnerable groups in human crises such as war and natural disasters. Aside from threats to lives of children in war torn countries, permanent stress, depression, nightmares and many other problems that these children continually face, seriously threaten all aspects of their health and their growth. During war and mass migrations, children’s lives are negatively affected from four dimensions, including: the physical, mental, cognitive and social aspects. The volatile and war stricken Middle East and West Asia, has turned into a hell for children. From Afghanistan whose children are living in war to Syria where there are almost two million children displaced by war. As a result many children in Syria are left without or and live in refugee camps. But displacement is not the only pain the children are suffering from. The terrorists fighting the Syrian army kidnap the children and train them to fight. Children aged 5 to 15 are being trained to fight in terrorist camps. What is known about the children is that they are still benefitting from the gift of life. Thousands of Syrian children have lost their lives in suicide attacks and battlefields over the last few years. 

The situation in Iraq is not much different. In the new school year, thousands of Iraqi children have not been able to go to school, due to the ongoing conflicts in large parts of the country. War is raging in the northern and central Iraq, in the territories under ISIS occupation. On top of all this, the suicide attacks that have sharply increased over the last few years, have endangered the lives of thousands of Iraqi children and many more have lost their lives. 
Yemeni children too have suffered the bitterness and insecurity of armed conflicts  With the continuation of the Saudi led coalition attacks, ten million Yemeni children and their families are deprived of all their human   rights suffering from diseases and violence.

ODVV

Impact of Armed Conflicts on children
The consequences of violent conflict are profound and far-reaching. Modern technologies of 
war give armies the capacity to kill scores of people brutally. But the aftermaths of war extends 
far beyond direct battlefield casualties. So far, several Asian countries have been ridden with 
conflicts that lasted for decades, with no solution in sight. Civil wars cause the most serious 
humanitarian crisis and the greatest flow of refugees in centuries, affecting the entire Middle 
East region. Also, the wars lead to political instability of the region. The Middle East conflicts 
do not merely have consequences on politics. The situations resulting from armed conflicts affect 
many people primarily children because of their vulnerability. During the past 10 years, around 
10 million children are estimated to have been killed as a result of armed conflict. Conflicts also 
have disastrous effects on crucial issues which have been identified as grave violations against 
children, such as, recruitment and use of children, killing or maiming, sexual violence, attacks 
against schools or hospitals, abduction, and denial of humanitarian access.
Syria
Since 2011, Syria has been embroiled in a civil war which resulted in approximately 200,000 
deaths including over 11,000 children. Also, catastrophic violations of children rights have been 
witnessed. For instance, children’s right to healthcare is flouted and deteriorated considerably since 
the beginning of the war, as many of them has been tortured, killed or maimed, few are taken to 
hospitals. According to Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions and as stated in the article 3 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, their “right to life, liberty and security of person” 
is violated. According to UNICEF’s report, there are more than two million children in Syria who 
are deprived of education due to conflict. There are 5,000 schools across the country that cannot 
be used because they have been destroyed, damaged, converted into shelters for displaced families 
or have become bases for armed forces and groups. Children’s rights are stated in international and regional legal instruments, including the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (1966), which address the right of all persons to enjoy “the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health” and the right of every child to education. The targeting 
and destruction of schools or hospitals obviously constitutes an obstacle to fulfilling these rights. 
Furthermore, Children’s suffering from an increasing lack of food and lack of education which 
directly affects their well-being and their fundamental rights, according to the article 24 of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, is a violation of human rights. Also, the obligation of 
humane treatment under Common Article 3 implicitly prohibits rape or any other sexual violence 
against adults or children which has happened to a thousand of Syrian children. In addition, 
more than 1,100 child soldiers recruited by DAESH in Syria since the beginning of this year, 
is distinguished as another children rights violation by article 77(2), Additional Protocol I to the 
Geneva Conventions.
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The Impact of Sanctions on Iranian Health Services
From 1979 Iran has faced diverse sanctions which found new dimensions through time. In 2006 a new set of sanctions severely imposed on Iran and affected not only the country but its people’s lives. After 2012, the sanctions changed their dimensions, instead of aiming at nuclear technology development process, led to a disastrous humanitarian crisis. The economic situation in Iran has been damaged because of sanctions imposed on banking system, petroleum industry, shipping insurance and cargo shipment. Especially, the destructive effects decreased Iranian people’s access to commodities and major services, including medicine and treatment. In Iran, even without sanctions-induced shortages of pharmaceutical products and medical devices, the cost of healthcare is prohibitively expensive for most of the people.In this report, cancer is taken into consideration as a representative of high mortality diseases.  Cancer is a broad term for a class of diseases characterized by abnormal cells that grow and invade healthy cells in the body. In 2012, there were an estimated 8.2 million deaths from cancer in the world. It is predicted that this number will increase up to 9 million people in 2015. Cancer is the third leading cause of death in Iran following cardiovascular diseases and unintentional accidents. According to World Health Organization, Iran has the highest cancer prevalence in the Middle East (Mohammad Esmaeel Akbari, director of cancer research center at Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences).In Iran, there are 61 cancer treatment centers but the disease damages the patients in some aspects including psychological problems, financial problems and costs of medicine, and the problems of treatment access. More than one third of patients around the world suffer from depression and anxiety once they are diagnosed with cancer. But experiencing financial problems may worsen the situation. Before 2006, nearly all of the treatment and medicine costs were covered by the hospitals and Social work section of the cancer treatment centers were focusing on the psychological problems of the patients, but after 2006 and especially in 2012 sudden increase in medicine prices because of the sanctions, made many patients to leave their cancer treatment and lose their lives. One of the problems of treatment access was the accelerator devices which are used for deep radiotherapies were practically under sanctions, or in some cases after purchase and 
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Women’s life under ISIS
It has been three years now since ISIS rose to power in Iraq and Syria. According to the statistics published by human rights organizations, almost eight million people are currently living under their reign. The presence of ISIS in Iraq and Syria has resulted in the advent of the most organized form of terrorism in human history. It is an extremist model and criminal interpretation of religion causing a great deal of damage to civilians including women and children. For instance, women are raped in a structure supported ideologically and systematically. In other words, ISIS members have justified their unbridled desires sacredly in a legal structure.On the other hand, the experiences stated by the women and girls rescued from the areas ruled by ISIS indicate that rapes are not committed to establish a republic of horror; however, according to many reports, what is considered rape by law is thought of as a divine and sacred action by ISIS members to become close to their god. Referring to extremist ideologies expressed in no religion, they legalize their desire and lust.

In this regard, there are no accurate statistics for the number of women raped and tortured by ISIS members. What human rights organizations announce are just estimations, which may be based on our limited information on the matter. Over one and a half million women were displaced only in Iraq. According to the reports published by human rights groups, five thousand Yazidis women were raped or traded. Many of the victims were even minors. Nowadays the highest incidents of women and children sexual rape crime reported in Syria and Iraq are committed by ISIS.
Terrorists operating in these two countries do not believe in concepts such as emotions, femininity, and family. Their mindsets are still rooted in traditional slavery system and human trafficking in the slave market. ISIS has created a new management system and set different types of contracts for buyers to facilitate the sales of women. They apply marketing methods to attract their own customers. They also take and publicize new religious commands based on the interpretations issued by Research and Fatwa Department constantly in order to keep their theories dynamic.

The highest rate of sex trafficking by force is observed in Iraq and Syria today. Although many raped women and girls committed suicide due to the severity 
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Les conflits actuels et leur impact sur l’Environnement de la Terre
Les impacts sur l’environnementsont multiplesmais nous croyons queles conflits armés constituent 
la plus forte source de pression exercée sur l’environnement à l’échelle mondiale. Les études ont 
montré  que  les activités humains notamment les conflits armés, les pollutions industrielles et 
les modes impropres de consommation ont entraîné la disparition des espèces, les changements 
climatiques et la baisse des ressources naturelles; ce qui a augmenté de plus en plus le niveau de 
la pauvreté dans le monde.
L’environnement est sans frontière ; les exemples du Darfour et du Moyen-Orient, où l'eau est 
l'objet de toutes les convoitises, pourrait bientôt s'appliquer à l'Inde, le Pakistan et de nombreuses 
régions d'Afrique. Les crises environnementales du Moyen Orient laisseront bientôt leursimpacts 
sur d’autres continents et d’autres régions de la Terre même sur les plus éloignées.Malheureusement, dans un monde où la population croît exponentiellement, et où la désertification 
menace certaines zones cultivables, les ressources naturelles ont motivé, exacerbé ou financé une 
grande partie des conflits armés. Bien que la guerre du Golfe de 1990-1991, avec l’utilisation 
des armes à l’uranium appauvri et l’incendie des puits de pétrole ait fait de la protection de 
l’environnement lors des conflits armés une préoccupation internationale, on ne voit toujours 
pas l’action sérieuse de la communauté internationale contre tel dommage. On ne pourra sauver 
l’environnement par les paroles mais par les actionssérieusesde tous les états. Selon le principe 26 
de la déclaration de RIO (1992), « les Etats doivent résoudre pacifiquement tous leurs différends 
en matière d’environnement, en employant des moyens appropriés conformément à la Charte des 
Nations Unies ».
Le résultat de différentes pressions sur l’environnement est que les populations sauvages de 
vertébrés ont en moyenne chuté d’un tiers, c’est-à-dire 31 pour cent, à l’échelle mondiale entre 
1970 et 2006, les déclins les plus sévères ont été constatés dans les écosystèmes tropicaux (59 
pour cent) et les écosystèmes d’eau douce (41 pourcent) etc.Ces chiffres nous disent que nous 
avons perdu une partie considérable des ressources vitales de la Terre.De nos jours un mal comme le réchauffement climatique, modifiant la géographie de nombreuses 
régions, en particulier les îles et les littoraux, pousse les populations à se déplacer massivement. 
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Middle East Developments: 
What Has Happened to Human Rights?Part One: Violation of the Right to Life
Introduction
The wave of protests and changes that have taken place in the Middle East have left huge repercussions on the dynamicity of human rights in the region. Today the Middle East is grappling with the war in Syria which has been ongoing for a few years. Furthermore, the advancement of ISIS and their fight in Syria and Iraq have also added to the extreme situation in the region. It seems the initial expectations from the Arab Spring, have turned into an unachievable dream and fantasy, in such a way that 5 years after the start of the Arab Spring, the situation is completely ambiguous and the innovative spirit of the Arab Spring has gone into winter hibernation.The human rights situation in the Middle East is direr than any other period in history. Extremist groups and the support of some of the region’s players, have strengthened and facilitated the basis for disregard of human rights in the region. Some countries such as Syria and Yemen are involved in catastrophic wars, the result of which, aside from deep political differences, economic crises and military interventions, has been the worsening of the human rights situation. In the context of the ongoing conflicts, human rights, which is one of the most important world issues, is violated in the Middle East region. A look at the casualties’ rate of the regions unrests within the last few years, indicates that the right to life has been seriously breached. 

Therefore, the present report intends to show the scale of the damages taken place in the region by assessing the human casualties of the bloody incidents of the conflicts. For this reason efforts have been made to draw a picture of the human rights violations (with a stress on the right to life) of the recent years, by using international organizations human rights reports. What you will see, is a glancing look at the subject in the three countries of Syria, Iraq and Yemen. 
Syrian Arab Republic
Syria’s internal armed conflict continued relentlessly through the year and saw both government forces and non-state armed groups commit extensive war crimes and gross human rights abuses with impunity. Non-state armed groups, which controlled some 
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The ISIS situation and the failure of the International Criminal Court
Unimaginable atrocities have been constantly committed by Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) in Iraq and Syria. These barbarities fall, beyond reasonable doubt, within the scope of the most serious international crimes of concern to the international community as a whole. ISIS as an “unprecedented threat to international peace and security”1 continues the commission of its evils in the context of a tough culture of impunity. The International Criminal Court (the ICC) has been widely called for taking an action to put an end to the impunity that has created a safe haven for the Daesh culprits. Nonetheless, it sounds that the Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC does not tend to meet the global expectation by spreading the jurisdiction of the Court into the region suffering from ISIS. While the public opinion has been shocked by the ISIS’s crimes, the ICC has merely witnessed these wrongdoings. Upon high and wide demands, the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Ms. Fatou Bensouda, on 8th March 2015, issued a clarifying statement on the situation of ISIS in Iraq and Syria. According to the statement, the Prosecutor assessed the jurisdiction of the Court in order to open the preliminary examination into the situation of ISIS. Although the Prosecutor of the Court acknowledged that “the atrocities allegedly committed by ISIS undoubtedly constitute serious crimes of concern to the international community and threaten the peace, security and well-being of the region, and the world”,2  thereby determining that the subject-matter jurisdiction of the Court is satisfied, she came to the conclusion  that  the  Court  lacks  jurisdictional  basis  to  pursue  with  the situation at hand. Nonetheless, the Prosecutor’s decision means that she buried the situation of ISIS alive, since it was a would-be situation under the Rome Statute. The decision made by the Prosecutor as to the ISIS situation is clearly inconsistent with the law, policy and practice of the Court. Neither Iraq nor Syria is a member State to the ICC. Therefore, the Court lacks the territorial jurisdiction. However, an alternative exists, namely the personal jurisdiction. The Prosecutor admits that several thousand foreign fighters have joined the ranks of ISIS, including significant numbers of State Party nationals from, inter 
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The Effect of International Sanctionson Economic Situation of Iranian SocietyIn recent years, especially since 2012 when sanctions became more severe on Iran, humanitarian and 
social index were seriously affected in the country, and people and society were the main victims of 
this international policy. 
Considering its goals and outlook, Javad-Al-Aemeh Institute, feels the necessity of informing the 
international community of the negative effects of sanctions, and be the voice of its society and people 
on defending human and social rights, to play its role as a non-governmental organization. According to World Bank Statistics, the rank of Iran in the Ease of Doing Business, during 2010 
to 2015, experienced descending trend, and its sudden drop in 2012 is consistent with the increase 
of sanctions in the same year. Again, in 2015 that negotiations between Iran and P5+1 improved, 
and some sanctions lifted and their negative effect on the people reduced, the rank of Iran in Doing 
Business significantly improved. The mentioned improvement, verifies the hypothesis that international 
sanctions have strongly affected Ease of Doing Business in Iran.

Table.1

 

Islamic Parliament Research Center has assessed Doing Business in Iran since 2010, which is 
accomplished by 281 economic unions all over the country. The unions did the assessment by 29 
justified indicators of National Doing Business Environment, and thus clarified the rank of most effective 
indicators. According to this report, in addition to unfavorable outcome (5.87 of 10) which still existed 
in spring 2015, international sanctions were determined to be the third unpleasant indicator. Since 2010 
until now, the worst average income was reported in summer 2012, when the sanctions became more 
severe. At the same time, 12% of the participating unions believed that nuclear agreement would not 
affect their enterprise in short term, while almost 77% believed it would affect their business in short 
term. The direct impact of worsening situation of Doing Business in Iran during these years was: 1. 
Low and negative economic growth, 2. Ascending unemployment rate, 3. Increasing immigration of 
university graduates to other countries and 4. Increasing the percentage of population living below the 
poverty line. All these consequences imply that sanctions have disturbed the ordinary life of people in 
Iran. In the following table, the data of economic growth, unemployment rate, immigration of graduates 
and the population below the poverty line, have been classified, according to World Bank Reports.
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Women and Sustainable 
Development in Iran
In the culture and tradition of our country, special attention to the environment and nature, 
is considered as the high characteristics of humanism. Reducing waste production is one of 
the main goals of Iran which leads to the proper usage of natural resources and contributes to 
protection of the living environment. The Iranian women especially those living in rural areas and villages, as the users and consumers 
of natural resources, have had a great role in maintaining the environment. Their methods in 
recycling garbage, reduction of polluting substances, providing food and nutrition, upgrading 
the living style and non-official perseverance of environment, shows their key role in fostering 
environmental culture and management of Ecosystem. The activities and efforts of women in governmental level, civil society and shows the 
development of women and their attempts to to maintain the living environment. Background of Environmental women NGOs Establishment of environmental Non-Governmental organizations essentially dates back to the 
Rio conference1992. These group’s agenda were designed with the objectives of promoting 
environmental protection, educational activities and enhancement of environmental culture. The Women’s Society for Combating Environmental Pollution, Women’s Society for sustainable 
development, and Women’s Society for better living are the most prominent examples.Environment NGOs have passed through three specific phases in Iran .The first stage concluded 
in 1994. The number of groups were very limited .Their activities were non-commercial and 
solely environmentally oriented. The second period continued until 1997. At that time, the number extended to 15 association, 
most of them were organized as societies. From 1997 till present, women’s NGO activities 
have increased  in terms of quality and quantity. Some 450 organizations and some Regional 
Environment Networks have come in to existence in these years. The national report of the women’s NGOs, in the Beijing +15 Conference 1995 is not only a 
report but is a mutual dialogue and understanding with the women all over the world. Focusing 
on twelve concerns, it builds the basis of this mutual dialogue according to agreements made in 
the Beijing Platform of Action. 

Conclusion: 
In Iran as many societies, environmental problems caused by air pollution, noise pollution, water 
pollution, waste management, manufacturing crisis and uncontrolled urbanization. However the 
use of agricultural pesticides, destruction of forests, waterways redirect and plus even natural 
disasters is due to lack of knowledge of individuals, groups and organizations non-participation 
in social and economic activities. Women are one of the major groups who are affected by the Environment and also one of the 
groups which affect climate change .Their activities will affect social life and family life at the 
same time. 
Fortunately, Iranian women today are active to protect the environment and sustainable 
development through organizations such as, environmental NGOs. Agriculture plays the main role in the economy of our country, which provides 1/3 of jobs 
occupation , and supports 4/5 nutrition need of the country. Agriculture as ½ non-oil export of 
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Women empowerment in Iran
Empowerment of women is one of the critical debates of the recent years. It has been accepted 
that without progression and movement towards empowerment of women, any kind of attempt 
toward development cannot be well fulfilled. A key factor in IRI government's strategy 
is empowering women and girls in cultural, economic, and political fields, in planning, 
lawmaking and policymaking.  Strengthening their position obviously encompasses a great 
impact in sustainable development.  Based on the United Nations Human Development Index, 
Iranian women and girls have had an outstanding progress in education, research, science, 
entrepreneurship, employment, and sanitation. They have moved towards excellence, progress 
and predetermined goals. 
Achievements of eradication of illiteracy among women and girls are a key factor in Iran's 
progress. The ratio of literate women to men aged 15-24 (Literacy Gender Parity Index) has 
increased to 99.30 in 2012. It is hoped that in case of stable conditions, the youth literacy rate can 
reach approximately to 100 percent. This index that was 94.27% in primary education in 2009-
2010 school year, reached 94.46% in 2011-2012.It must be emphasized that the Organization 
of Literacy Movement, that most of its teachers are women work to eradicate illiteracy in Iran. 
It is noteworthy to mention that very far away villages are benefitted from this movement that 
is aimed to eradicate illiteracy in Iran. That's why UNESCO has called Iran one of the most 
successful countries in battle against illiteracy. Education is a key part of strategies to improve individuals' well-being and societies' economic 
and social development and there have been a number of encouraging trends in girls' and 
women's education.  In the past few years, one of the positive indicators in Iran's socioeconomic 
developments has been the growing presence of female students in higher education.  In fact, 
over the past five years, averages of 66% of university students were women. In other words, the 
government has been successful in removing the educational obstacles to women's participation 
in the workforce. Interestingly the rate of medical and arts students is 70% at universities.  
The growing presence of women in higher education is gradually having a positive impact 
on perceptions in the average Iranian family. No one can argue anymore that women are less 
capable than men-the competition for university places proves the opposite. Furthermore the 
actual performance of women in the workplace is transforming the misperceptions about their 
capabilities. Another positive parameter is the economic need of young urban families for two 
incomes which compels the younger generation to look more favorable at women working 
outside the household.
Life expectancy is an important indicator of human development because it includes all possible 
factors in a person's lifetime. The life expectancy of women in Iran has improved dramatically. 
According to indicators it has increased from 36 years in 1991 to more than 74 years in 2012.   
The advancement of this indicator can be the result of certain factors such as improvement 
in knowledge and awareness of a society especially among women. According to statistics 
maternal death has been reduced dramatically in Iran. The result of DHS  study (demographic 
and health survey) , inter alia, a research done in 2010 in all provinces in Iran shows that the 
important indicators of health among mothers and babies have improved, including the coverage 
of prenatal care, births attended by skill trained staff and infant mortality in children less than 5 
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The Adverse Consequences of Economic Sanctions
Economic Sanctions in practice have been proved to be a complex way of politics, which they are claimed to be the “the alternative to war”. This alternative, however, had caused great damage to those targeted by them. It is proven that the use of sanctions lead to significant humanitarian difficulties and to the breach of human rights. Iran is among those States who suffered the damages of sanctions imposed by the Western States during the past decade. In the past few weeks, following the long comprehensive talks by the state authorities of Iran, the United States (US) and the European Union (EU), the world has witnessed the implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) agreement between the P5+1+EU and Iran . As a result, after almost 10 years, nuclear related sanctions against Iran have been lifted.It is, however, crucial not to overlook the damages caused and the human rights violations done by the imposed sanctions on the civilian population of Iran. All along, the West claimed that, in theory, the sanction regime imposed on Iran with respect to international law and international humanitarian law was supposed to allow humanitarian trade and the import of vital goods. However, in reality sanctions have impaired the delivery of drugs and medical equipment to Iran along with other vital goods.1  Any kind of bank and money transactions with Iranian Banks (i.e. the Central Bank of Iran, Mellat Bank, Bank Tejaratetc) were sanctioned. The aforementioned banks were disconnected, for instance, from the Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT), the world's hub of electronic financial transactions. Hence, in many cases, once the transfer of money was not an option, no medicine or vital goods could have been bought. That simply made it impossible to implement the exceptions applicable to humanitarian aid and vital goods. 

ODVV

Saudi Arabia Shameful Continues of Unlawful Execution
Saudi Arabia keeps up with its weak reputation on Human Rights.  As in past years, authorities subjected hundreds of people to unfair trails and arbitrary detention, and following a year of the highest execution rates in its history, the monarchy of Saudi took one step even further and committed the largest mass execution since 1980, in January 20161.  

In demonstrating their disregard for human rights and the right to life, Saudi executed 47 people in a single day2  four of whom being Shia Muslims, including a Shia cleric Sheikh Nimr Baqir al-Nimr. Sheikh Nimr unlike the others, was convicted following a political and an unfair trial at the Specialized Criminal Court (SCC) far from international human rights standards.3 The charges against al-Nimr included “breaking allegiance with the ruler,” “inciting sectarian strife,” and supporting rioting and destruction of public property during 2011-2012 protests in Shia-majority towns and cities. The proceedings of Saudi Arabia’s Specialized Criminal Court, which conducted his trial in 13 sessions over a year and a half, raised serious fair trial concerns, including vague charges that do not resemble recognizable crimes.4  Throughout his two-year detention, Nimr experienced ill-treatment most of which he spent in solitary confinement in military hospitals5. Moreover, despite the statement made by the Minister of Justice Sheikh Dr. Waleed bin Mohammed which claimed that “that suspects who appear before specialized criminal courts receive, as is the case in all courts in the country, all kinds of rights that guarantee fair litigation before independent judges who have no instructor by the Islamic rules and instructions as any suspect will have the right to have a lawyer to defend him…”.6  It is stated in various reports and investigations done by researchers in the field, that Nimr was represented by legal council for some processing due to the lack of informant of his lawyer on dates of hearings and thus, trial sessions held without informing al-Nimr’s legal advocate.7

ODVV



9

Annual
Report    
2016

ODVV

 - Iranian NGOs Capacity-building Activities
Towards the capacity-building of NGOs for international activities, the ODVV facilitated the 
presence of representatives of 14 Iranian NGOs in Consultative Status to ECOSOC in the 31st 
Session of the Human Rights Council.
The presence of Iranian NGOs in Special Consultative Status, with the aim of their capacity-building 
through practical introduction, through preparation of statements, registration of statements 
procedure, how sidelines panels are held, how to play an effective role in the UPR mechanism, 
how to interact with UN thematic rapporteurs (such as meetings with the Special Rapporteur on 
Minorities, Right to Health etc.), and also with other NGOs present in the Council, were all some 
of the accomplishments of the ODVV in the capacity-building and empowering of Iranian NGOs.

- Meeting with UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Asia-Pacific Deputy
The High Commissioner for Human rights is UN’s highest human rights authority which according 

to the working agenda of this body, with its 
mandate is to guide, educate and take steps in 
the empowerment of individuals, NGOs and with 
the help of States to promote human rights, has 
a special status among the international human 
rights organizations. For the first time the ODVV 
arranged a meeting with the head of Asia-Pacific 
Mr. Rory Mangaon with representatives of 14 
Iranian NGOs in Special Consultative Status. He 

expressed pleasure from ODVV’s years of activities for the removal of existing human rights 
concerns and the capacity-building of NGOs, and arranging the meeting with Iranian NGOs.
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- “Conflicts in the Middle East: Psychological Repercussions” Sidelines Panel

This sidelines panel was held for the purpose of drawing attention towards urgent issues in the 
Middle East conflicts and presentation of useful guidelines for decision makers, particularly NGOs, 
the United Nations and countries. The target group of this panel were the vulnerable groups in armed 
conflicts that include, victims of violence, women, children, the elderly, families and refugees. This 
panel was moderated by Dr. Hassan Fartowsi, PhD in international law from Geneva University, 
Dr. Aung Chui on the subject of the “urgency to deal with mental health issues of societies in 
war conditions”, Professor Betty Radcliffe on the subject of “the necessity for attention towards 
cultural and religious backgrounds of societies in mental disorders”, and Mostafa Mohammadi on 
the subject of “effects and consequences of mental disorders as a result of conflicts”.

- “Children’s Conditions in Armed Conflicts” Joint Sidelines Panel
Another of significant ODVV activities was holding a joint sidelines panel on the 31st Session with 
the Child Foundation, entitled “Children’s Conditions in Armed Conflicts.”

- “Introduction to UN and HRC Human Rights Mechanisms” Education Workshop

This education workshop was held by the ODVV with the aim of capacity building and introduction 
of Iranian NGOs who had participated in the Human Rights Council Sessions for the first time.



11

Annual
Report    
2016

ODVV

In this two hour workshop, Mr. Navid Ahmad, an expert from the OHCHR, while giving a brief 
introduction to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and his activities, he reviewed the 
way the Council makes its decisions, special procedures, thematic and country rapporteurs, and 
their mandates, the UPR mechanism, and NGOs’ roles in this mechanism. 

- Holding “Peace and Conciliation” Exhibit and Music and Peace Performances

During this Session of the HRC, for the second time Geneva was witness to the holding of a 
“Peace and Conciliation” exhibit by the ODVV. The exhibit was held for two days on Nations 
Square in front of the UN European headquarters, and one day on the Confederation Street, one 
of the main and buys thoroughfare of the city. The theme of the exhibit was culture of peace and 
friendship and rejection of violence by Iranians, and included a traditional Iranian Nowrooz Haft 
Cin spread, and introduction to the concept of this ancient Persian tradition. 
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The Peace Performance was another of the sidelines activities of this exhibit, which performed by 
the son of an Iran-Iraq war martyr, with live movements and improvisations, which drew a large 
crowd. This activity took place with two objectives: one, to transfer the message of peace and 
rejection of violence through a tangible and comprehensive method for the audience. At the same 
time as the performance, live music was played by one of the Janbaz (selfless war veteran) of the 
Iran-Iraq war, which made the whole thing double better.

- Preparation of Special Media Products for Distribution in the HRC
With the aim of expanding its 
international links, through 
publication of media products 
and reports of its activities, 
the ODVV produces various 
items such as Defenders 
Newsletter, annual reports 
and multimedia CDs, which 
were extensively distributed 
at the 31st Session.

Video Documentary
Video documentary of ODVV’s participation in the 31st Session of the Human Rights Council.               
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“The Role of Psychology and Counselling in Prevention of Violence” 
Technical Sitting
For the first time, the ODVV held this technical sitting on 28 April 2016 at the Vahdat Hall in Tehran 
on the sidelines of the biggest psychology and counselling students’ assembly of the country.
In this sitting, while introducing its activities and services in support of victims of violence, the ODVV 
highlighted methodology of the role of psychologists and counsellors in prevention of violence. 
The commemoration ceremony was held by the Welfare Organisation and the Psychology and 
Counselling System Organization.

Participation in the 7th Family Pathology Congress
The ODVV participated in the 7th Family Pathology Congress and the 3rd National Family 
Research Festival at the Aboureyhan Hall of Shahid Beheshti University in Tehran on 10-11 May 
2016, which had the attendance of experts, students and activists in the field of families.
The ODVV held an exhibit of its Rehabilitation Department achievements and products and 
literature on families, family therapy, marriage counselling, prevention of domestic violence and 
other related subjects.

Retrieval of Information and UN Documents with a Focus on Human Rights 
Education Workshop
On 16 May 2016, with the cooperation of UNIC in Iran, the ODVV held this education workshop at 
the UN headquarters in Tehran for a group fo ODVV honorary members and volunteers. Following 
introduction to the bilingual website of UNIC, 
particularly the human rights section, and the 
participants received further information on the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and its 
history by Nazanin Ghaemmaghami, the UNIC 
librarian. The participants were also introduced to 
the UN and UNHCHR websites. While browsing the 
activities of the UN in its website, with a reference 
to human rights as one of the three main activities 
of the UN, the participants were introduced with 
the UN documents webpage, and the audio-visual 
information bank of international law. Also the research guide to Dag Hammarskjöld Library regarding 
human rights and bodies based on the Charter and based on treaties was introduced to the participants.
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Commemoration of the International Day of the Family
On the occasion of the day, on 
16 May 2016, the ODVV held a 
technical sitting on Self-Awareness 
and its Status in the Prevention of 
Violence in Families, at the ODVV 
conference hall.
The ceremony kick started with the 
reading of UN Secretary General’s 
message for the day by UNIC 
representative deputy in Iran. 
In this technical sitting the status of 
self-awareness in the prevention of violence in the families was briefed through psycho-analytical, 
counselling, Islamic morality and training viewpoints by members of the university science group. 
In this sitting which was held with the attendance of psychology and counselling students and 
ODVV honorary members, clinical examples of domestic violence that had been studied and 
treated, were broken down and analysed by science group lecturers and therapy experts. Also 
discussed in this sitting was the attention that should be given to climatic, cultural, linguistic, 
ethnic and belief differences in defining violence in families.

Prevention and Treatment Methods of Violence against Women Sitting
This sitting was held on 29 April 
2016 was held by the ODVV in its 
conference hall. Participants in this 
sitting included a group of university 
lecturers, governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations 
representatives, and honorary and 
volunteer members of the ODVV. I 
this sitting, ODVV director Siavash 
Rahpeik, member of university science group Alieh Shokrbeygi, Fatemeh Moghimi PhD in 
management and entrepreneurship, Mehrdad Shababi member of Shahid Behehsti University 
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science group, and Dr. Safieh Shahryari Afshar gave speeches on psychology, law, economy and 
sociology.
The subjects discussed included: definition of violence, domestic violence, areas of violence 
committed, review of the women’s policy setting approach in Europe, worth status of men and 
women from Islam’s aspects, social repercussions of domestic violence against women and the 
effects on the children, review of the contents of the International Convention on the Elimination 
of all Forms of Discrimination against Women, gender based violence and the analysis of violence 
against women statistics in various countries.

Participation in the 32nd Session of the Human Rights Council
The 32nd Session of the HRC took place between 13 June and 8 July 2016 in Geneva, Switzerland 
through ten Items in the working agenda of the Council with new sub-subjects.
As always with extensive and effective efforts the ODVV used all at its disposal in order to achieve 
its international goals. The activities included the submission of oral statements (,holding of 
sidelines panel, and production and distribution of ODVV publications.
Some of the subjects of these statements which were submitted under Items 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of 
the Council working agenda were as follows:
Item 3: General Debate
Item 4: Human Right situations that require the Council’s attention (Human Rights Situation in 
Syria)
Item 7: Situation des droits de l’homme en Palestine et dans les autres territoires arabes occupés.
Item 9: Les muscleman’s inquiets face à la multiplication des actes islamophobes

Defenders Newsletter: Autumn 2015-Winter 2016
The subjects included in this issue of Defenders were: Islamophobia, 
refugees, terrorism, minorities, and extremism, which was printed in 48 
pages in colour.Various articles and notes on various global topical subjects 
have been published in this issue. Articles such as the violation of human 
rights in some Middle Eastern countries, discussions on Islamophobia, 
children and street children from legal and sociological aspects, the 
geography of the killing of Shias, the refugee crisis in today’s world, and 
Iran the record holder of cultural attractions. 
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Production and Publication of Multimedia CDs
The publications of the ODVV include books, Defenders Newsletter, photo 
galleries, annual reports and documentaries of ODVV projects. These are 
put together as a collective in multimedia CDs. This is one of the activities 
of the Communications Department of the ODVV. In these CDs the files of 
all products from 2010 to 2016 are collected in high quality and in full colour.
Folder6.Multi Media

Education Workshop on Writing Methods for Website and Magazine
On 6 September 2016, the ODVV held this 
educatin workshop towards capacity building of 
its honorary and voluntary members at national 
and international levels. In this workshop which 
was held for honorary and volunteer members of 
the ODVV, methods for writing notes, analytical 
reports, and article writing for website and 
magazine were presented in scientific and practical 
ways by Dr. Mahmoodreza Golshanpazhooh 
member of ODVV board of directors.

Commemoration of the International Day in Support of Torture Victims
This commemoration was held by the ODV on 
28 June 2016 with a focus on the Rehabilitation 
of Torture Victims for their Return to Life. 
Among the participants were students in 
psychology, counselling, behavioural sciences 
and social work. Dr. Mir Saeed Jaafari held the 
ceremony.
At the start of the ceremony, while stressing on 
universal efforts to minimise acts of torture, the 
ODVV director said: “the ODVV has always 
utilised all its capacity and endeavours tried to take practical and notable measures towards the 
rehabilitation and empowerment of torture victims through presentation of psychological services.”
The UN Secretary General’s message for the day was read by Mr. Mohammad Rajaee Moghadam, 
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deputy of UNIC in Tehran.
Some of the topics that were discussed by the experts in this ceremony included, the definition 
of the victim and torture, torture as a crisis experience, types of crisis experience, objectives of 
providing support to the torture victim, support provision techniques for the torture victim, practical 
strategies to help and support the torture victim, and the necessity for receiving social and legal 
support in support of torture victims for their return to life.

Evaluation of the Functionality of the UN in the Prevention of Human Rights 
Violations Technical Sitting
The technical sitting on the Evaluation of the 
Functionality of the UN in the Prevention of 
Human rights Violations, with a stress on Israel 
and Saudi Arabia was held by the ODVV.
In this sitting which was held on 3 August 
2016, Mr. Hossein Gharibi Ministry of foreign 
Affairs anti-terror senior expert, Dr. Amir 
Saed lawyer and university lecturer and 
international disputes legal consultant, and Dr 
Mahmoudreza Golshanpazhooh senor expert 
on human rights gave speeches in this sitting.
At the start of the sitting, Dr Golshanpazhooh 
spoke of the reasons behind the concentration 
on the subject of Saudi Arabia and Israel and 
said, “the UN’s recent actions in appointing Israel to head the General Assembly’s Sixth Committee 
and Saudi Arabia putting pressure on the Secretary General to retract his report on children, were 
strange actions that have been taken by the UN in the recent years. And the question and doubt 
is raised in public opinion that how much can there be hope for the UN?”
While deeming these types of UN actions as bad, Dr Amir Saed believed the UN was an unavoidable 
entity and said: “the eroded and old structure of the UN, the existence of 5 permanent members 
who represent a particular number of countries, the expansion and growth of the UN to an extent 
where there is no possibility of its careful and direct monitoring, and the growing demands of the 
international community and competing to get seats in the UN, are some of the faults that can 
damage the functionality of the UN.”
While stressing on the necessity for the existence of the UN in the present international community’s 
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conditions, Mr Hossein Gharibi said: “These restrictions and criteria in fact shape the UN and 
a world without the UN will not be a better world than today.” He also pointed to a number of 
politicised decisions of the UN and deemed these types of decisions as a result of the existing 
faults and limitations within the UN such as serious financial limitations.
The sitting ended with a Q&A session with the participants.

Participation in the 33rd Session of the Human Rights Council
The 33rd Session of the HRC was held from 13 to 30 September 2016 in Geneva, Switzerland. 
The ODVV Representative Office had an active and effective presence in this Session. Some of 
the activities are as follows:
- Preparation of written and oral statements
In this Session of the HRC the ODVV submitted 6 written and 7 oral statements. Some of the 
subjects of these statements which were submitted under Items 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Council 
working agenda were as follows:
Item 3: Terrorist and Islamophobic Attacks in Europe
Item 3: Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria
Item 3: The Refugee Crisis Today
Item 4: human Rights Abuses in Yemen
Item 6: UPR Outcomes: Tajikistan
Item 7: Human Rights Situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories
 
Defenders Newsletter: Spring-Summer 2016
This issue of defenders was printed in the summer in the summer of 2016. 
The perspective ahead in the removal of capital punishment, the situation 
of alternative punishments in the Iranian criminal justice system, the causes 
of the refugee crisis, roots of violence against women captured by ISIS, 
terrorism, human rights violations in some Middle Eastern countries, basic 
education, and the fundament of development and urban building, Iranian 
arts and architectural treasures, are some of the subjects discussed in this 
issue of Defenders. 

Prevention of Domestic Violence and Life Skills Education Project
According to the tripartite agreement between the ODVV, UNHCR and BAFIA the Prevention of 
Domestic Violence and Life Skills Education Project began on 15 October, 20016.

Spring & Summer 2016

DEFENDERS
ODVV

www.odvv.org

 Organization for Defending
Victims of Violence
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This project was designed for 80 Afghan refugees (40 men and 40 women) in the 12 to 59 age 
group and with the aim of reducing social and mental abuse, increasing self-belief, and prevention 
of domestic violence among Afghans residing in the Varamin district.
Also in view of: 1 – the need for this community to learn domestic violence prevention and reduction 
methods, 2 – extensive positive response of refugees from previous conducted projects, and 
3 – the need to further expand these trainings to more vulnerable regions (such as Varamin; this 
project was designed. Based on the field visits and interviews that took place with the refugees and 
key Afghan community figures in Varamin, where the social and mental abuse levels – particularly 
domestic violence – are very high, which brings about irreversible consequences that include rise 
in addiction, suicides and various social damages. This same issue made the ODVV to pursue 
the holding of necessary training consecutively for the second year, for the refugee community in 
the Varamin and suburbs districts.
Also 80 direct beneficiaries of the project who were trained as P2P in life skills and violence 
prevention methods, will each transfer what they have learned to 5 of their peers, which ultimately 
will see 400 Afghan refugees that are trained in the prevention and reduction of domestic violence.

The Necessity for Iran to be Active in International Criminal Justice Arena 
Technical Sitting
On 18 August 2016, the Necessity for Iran to be Active in International Criminal Justice Arena 
Technical Sitting was held at the ODVV conference hall. Attending the sitting was Dr. Mohammad 
Hadi Zaker Hossein, PhD in international criminal law and the director of the International Criminal 
Law Centre of Iran.
In this sitting which was held with the attendance of university lecturers, NGOs’ representatives, 
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ODVV honorary members and university 
students, while thanking the ODVV 
for its attention to the ICC, Dr. Zaker 
Hossein spoke of the importance and 
preference of a legal war on military war 
as a new front in international relations 
and added: “Since the establishment 
of the ICC, each day we witness the 
importance and increasing role of this 
body. In a way that wherever there is 
conflict and crisis, all looks turn towards 
the Court, and in fact this body has not had a replacement to-date.”
At the end of the sitting there was a Q&A session with the participants.

Introduction to Family Law Education Course
With the cooperation of the legal clinic 
of Shahid Beheshti University and on 
the occasion of the International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women, on 22 November 2016, the 
ODVV held the Introduction to Family 
Law Educoation.This course was held 
at the ODVV headquarters with the 
attendance of university lecturers, law 
experts, ODVV honorary members, 
GO and NGO representatives.  The 
attendees of the education course 
reviewed the various aspects of family 
law and legal methods for the prevention of violence against women, family rights and effective 
factors in the strengthening of this subject and effective solutions for the enforcement of the law.
The meeting started with the welcoming speech of Dr. Siavash Rahpeik, director of ODVV who 
stressed on the importance of the subject of women and the family. The next speaker was Dr. 
Mehrshad Shababi, Shahid Beheshti University lecturer, who while speaking about the recognition 
process of women and family rights in the international mechanism spoke about the importance 
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of rights for women throughout history. Next, was Dr. Hassan Fadaee, Shahid Beheshti University 
lecturer who said that violence in laws include social violence against woman and mental abuse 
against women, and while stressing on verses of the Koran and credible hadiths said that the 
preservation of values and attention to them are some of the strengthening foundations and 
survival of the family. The final speaker was Dr. Homa Garmaroudi, university lecturer, who while 
pointing out structural victim of crime, said the causes are due to: 1 – crimes, 2 – war, and 3 – 
structure. Pointing out that laws must be based on humanity and gender discrimination must not 
be considered, she pointed the value of the equality of rights.

Participation in the 9th Minorities Forum
The 9th Minorities Forum was held on 24-25 November 2016 at the UN headquarters in Geneva. 
In this forum, the particular needs and the huge effects of human crisis such as war, natural 
disasters and diseases on minorities were reviewed. The “Minorities Issues” meeting, has been 
held for the purpose of the creation of a centre for dialogue and cooperation on issues related to 
national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, and the presentation of thematic reports and 
technical consultation with the Special Rapporteur on Minorities Issues.
ODVV’s office in Geneva has conducted a number of activities in the Human Rights Council and 
through active participation in meetings, has prepared reports, written and edited and read oral 
statements, and has managed to further participate with this UN body.
The 9th Minorities Forum was dedicated to the particular needs of minorities and the negative 
effects of human crises on minorities. Thus, human crises such as war, natural disasters and 
diseases was the focal point of the Forum. In view of the subjects of debate, the ODVV presented 
four oral statements (2 in English and 2 in French) in this Forum on the following subjects:
1 – Human rights situation in Myanmar, 2 – Investigation of violence and discrimination against 
minorities, 3 – The situation of minorities in the world, and 4 – The situation of minorities in Yemen 
and Saudi Arabia.
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The ODVV’s Presence in IRCT’s 10th International Scientific Symposium 
and General Assembly

The International Rehabilitation 
Council for Torture Victims 
(IRCT) Scientific Symposium 
which was the first global 
event to look in detail accords 
disciplines at how to deliver 
on the promise of the right 
to rehabilitation for torture 
victims as set out in the UN 
Convention against Torture 
was held from 5-7 December 
2016 in Mexico City. 
Bringing together the global 
rehabilitation movement for the first time in 10 years, the event was a unique opportunity for service 
providers, clinicians, human rights defenders, researchers, lawyers, funders and policy-makers 
to come together to exchange experiences and research on developments in the rehabilitation of 
survivors of torture. 
During the three-day event, presentations were covered more than 100 topics connected to 
delivering on the promise of the right to rehabilitation. These include many different topics and 
issues such as the refugee transit camps of southern Europe and elsewhere, the plight of Central 
American migrants, and a trio of talks on the US detention center opened in 2006 at Guantanamo 
Bay in Cuba.
As scheduled after the symposium the IRCT General Assembly which is a fundamental platform 
that further solidifies the democratic nature of the IRCT, was held in the same place on 8-9 
December 2016. 
At that time, there was also a meeting of the newly elected Council, as well as the election of 
the new Executive Committee took place and new EXCOM members elected by the Council 
members. 
All IRCT member centers across the globe including the ODVV have been invited for both events. 
The IRCT embraces 152 rehabilitation centers from 74 countries, representing an international 
movement against torture and for victims of torture.
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Participation in the Elimination of Violence against 
Women; Challenges and Solutions National Conference
The ODVV participated in the holding of the Elimination of Violence 
against Women; Challenges and Solutions National Conference that 
was held on 3 June 2016 in Shahid Beheshti University, hosted by the 
National Union of Bar Associations of the Justice Department.
Concept understanding and pathology and examples and extent of 
violence against women, violence from the criminal law and criminology 
aspects, violence from human rights and international documents 
aspects, violence from sociological and psychological aspects, violence 
from cultural and economic attitudes, methods for confronting violence 
against women, religious and legal concepts of elimination of violence against women and 
comparative study of violence against women and distribution and severity of forms of violence 
in the word were some of the subjects of debate and review by the experts and speakers of this 
conference.

Rehabilitation Centre  
With a wish to mend and end mankind's pains and sufferings, and 
expansion of humanitarian campaigns, the ODVV Rehabilitation 
Department provides advisory and educational services.
For the protection of victims of domestic and social violence, the 
department presents counselling and therapy in legal, family, marriage, 
psychological disorders at the Rehabilitation Centre . 
With the cooperation of 40 mental health experts and lawyers the Centre 
provides pre-marriage, education and legal counselling. The statistics of 
the cases is determined on the basis of gender, age, occupation, marital 
status, education levels and the reason for coming to the Centre. The 
ODVV uses the results of the statistics to set appropriate programmes 
and projects. In 2016, 3924 cases benefited from the Centre’s services. 
2031 of them were women and 1893 were men. According to the statistics most of the cases were 
married and the majority of them had family problems.
The Rehabilitation Centre also provides telephone hotline counselling services for psychological, 
marital, family and education issues. 
The monthly statistics for the hotline cases are worked out through variables such as, gender, 
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 انجمن حقوق شناسی

 خانه اندیشمندان علوم انسانی
 شورای زنان فرهیخته دانشگاه آزاد

 سازمان بهزیستی کشور
 دفتر سازمان ملل در تهران

با مشـارکت

با حضور 
وکـال ، حقوقدانان ، دانشجویان 

و اساتـید برجسته کشور 
همراه با کارگاههای آموزشی

کانون وکالی دادگستری

معاونت امور زنان و خانواده 
ریاست جمهوری
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occupation, age, marital status, education, and reason for call. In 2016, 1215 people benefited 
from the telephone hotline services, 962 women and 279 men. According to statistics the majority 
of cases had family problems. As an active member of the Employment and Education Committee 
the ODVV Rehabilitation Centre, has always endeavoured to work towards the prevention of 
violence in the “Prevention of Domestic Violence Document.”
For the realisation of the goals of this Committee, by participation in all meetings with a description 
of practical activities in this regard, the Rehabilitation Department has undertaken a number of 
important measures, the important ones of which are:

Statistics of Telephone Hotline Calls for 2015 

279

936

Cases based on gender
male

Female

73

200

79

553

295

15

Cases based on occupation

Private Sectpr Civil Servant Retired

Housewife Unemployed University student

106

486531

84

8

Cases based on education

High School Diploma & Above Per‐university

Secondary & High School Reading & Writing

Illiterate

67

262

571

315

Cases based on Marital status

Widow/widower Divorced or Separated Married Single

21

357

29676

412

53

Callers based on problem

Addiction Pre‐Marring counselling Chilldren`sIssues

Education Problems Family Issues Psychoogical Disorders

414

801

Callers based on intervention

Referral Counselling

962
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- Identification of victims of violence at the Raha Rehabilitation Centre
- Review of effective approaches in counselling and psychotherapy in prevention of violence.
- Identification of suitable titles for technical sittings on prevention of violene and treatment of the 
victims, to hold at the Raha Rehabilitation Centre.
- Setting a suitable research method to review the link between violence and impractical schemas, 
depression and anxiety among victims of violence cases.
- Identification of counselling problems of related governmental departments with the Rehabilitation Centre 
project for treatment intervention and counselling towards increasing the mental health of target group. 

 Statistics of Cases in the Centre for 2015

1893
2031

Cases based on gender

male

Female

2984758

146 32 4

Cases based on education

High School Diploma & Above Per‐university

Secondary & High School Reading & Writing

Illiterate

1989

1572

66 18 165 53

Cases based on occupation

Private Sectpr Civil Servant Retired
Housewife Unemployed University student

48 102

2817957

Casesbased on Marital atatus

Widow/widower Divorced or Separated Married Single

5

93

40 353

10
53 11 27

2165

843

324

Diagnosis

Other Life`s stressful events Education Problems
Guidance Addiction Sexual Problems
Social Problems Economic Problems Marital Issues
Family Issues Psychological Disorders

10 75 15

2311

463

234

816

Chart Title

Other Services Education Class Scial Services
couples Family Group
Individual
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 Foreign Internship 
For the purpose of promoting and gaining further experience in its research and education field, 
and also expanding links and interaction with students, the ODVV provides an opportunity for 
internal and external interns. To-date a number of students from other countries have spent 
internship periods at the ODVV over the last few years.  In total there were 10 interns in 2016.

Links with Honorary Members
Towards the realisation of its objectives and activities, the ODVV utilises the volunteer force with 
consideration of their field of expertise.
To this aim, with the launching of the ODVV Volunteers Group on the internet and the facilitation 
and exchange of up to date communication and information in human rights fields mong the 
group members, the scene for their activities and the blossoming of their capacities and talents 
was created.   
Towards the commemoration of international days, and also establishment of bilateral links with 
honorary members and benefiting from their invaluable experiences in the field of human rights, 
on the sidelines of the International Volunteer Day commemoration, the ODVV prepared an 
honorary member data bank. The data bank is fully up to date through the contacts the ODVV 
has had with honorary members. 
An example of the activities of this group is the active participation and cooperation and presence 
of these members in holding education workshops and courses and also writing articles for the 
Farsi, English and Arabic websites and Defenders Newsletters.
After becoming members, the honorary members can benefit from the following facilities:
- Use of the ODVV library
- Access to reports and researches available 
- Access to the internet, website and subscription to electronic newsletters (English and farsi)
- Benefit from ODVV publications and links
- Participation in meetings, conferences, seminars, sittings and education courses
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Information Dissemination
Information dissemination is among the activities of the Public Relations Department, which is 
part of the ODVV general objectives. The ODVV uses the following applications and tools to fulfil 
the aforementioned goals:

ODVV Accounts in the Social Media
To strengthen links with sister international organizations and other addressees, the ODVV has 
active accounts in Facebook, Twitter and Aparat. This move has been done with the aim of the 
use of new communication tools, to identify and create a network of human rights institutions 
and activists to influence public opinion, and to show multiple voices on human rights from Iran 
and information dissemination of activities and to draw further participation and cooperation with 
the ODVV. It must be said that in 2016 more than 1000 human rights related pages have been 
published in these internet pages. 
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Also over the last year the ODVV has continually updated and published news and human rights 
materials in its Farsi and English websites.
The following pages are available for interested parties:
https://twitter.com/ngoodvv
http://www.aparat.com/ordvvir
https://www.facebook.com/ODVVNGO
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Farsi, English and Arabic Websites
The worldwide web is one of the necessary communications channel to access the audience. To 
benefit from this the ODVV has a trilingual website – Farsi, English and Arabic – (and the Arabic 
site was launched from the beginning of 2016). The ODVV has managed to make human rights 
news and development, its activities and positions towards various issues, its advancements 
throughout the year, objectives and programmes available to the addressees and keep them 
updated on a daily basis; in such way that in 2016, a total of 160 articles and around 840 various 
news items on human rights issues were published on the website.
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Library
The ODVV is equipped with a specialist library which 
contains books in Farsi and 3000 books in English on 
various human rights issues and subjects.
Honorary members, students and researchers can access 
books from the library as well as documents and reports of 
the ODVV.
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